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another vicious problem suffered by
the workers that is in no way al-
leviated by the ‘‘respectability” of
government medicine. Referring to
the case of expectant mothers who go
to the hospitals to await their babies
under the medical care plan, the item
sums up: ‘“Mass production in huge
maternity units must invariably lead
to 1impersonal relationships.” Note
well that socialists are forever being
accused of wishing to introduce mass

production into human relationships,
break down privacy, and so forth.
But we find the capitalists in England
doing just that for the workers and
the capitalists of America on the verge
of extending their own mass produc-
tion health techniques by means of a

government program. Socialists can
see nothing in this program worthy
of working-class support.

R. W. Tucker of the Socialist Party
of America-Social Democratic Party
summed up the case quite aptly, al-
though strangely enough at the con-
clusion of a 36 page brochure he wrote
in which he defended the case for
socialized medicine. He begins his
final section:

“The best of liberal reforms too often
are shortsighted; they tinker with a soci-
ety whose sickness is basic, and by which
they are quickly reinfected. ENis S
especially true in regard to medical ser-

vices. For it’s as plain as a pikestaff

that given the most perfect form of
socialized medicine, our present society
will still afflict the citizens with a multi-
tude of ailments which are socially
preventable . . .”

Mr. Tucker tells us he spent 3 years,
on and off, in compiling the brochure.
What a waste! Had he written noth-
ing but his final summation, he could
have saved his strength for a far
worthier cause, the spreading of social-
ist knowledge and the making of
socialists. For, Mr. Tucker and our
Brandeis advocates of government
medicine to the contrary notwith-
standing, socialism is only as far away
as the desire for it on the part of a

majority of the population. We cannot
achieve this desire by working for
everything but socialism. There is
nothing so powerful as an idea come
of age. In this space age let us stop
advocating measures that are geared
to the creeping mechanical age of
rugged individualism, an age long
dead. Let us leave the struggle to
heal the effects of a worn-out social
system and cooperate to build a better
world which will eliminate the pos-
sibility of devastating wars, depres-
sions, and general poverty for the
majority. Let us abolish the system
which cries out for social security
measures. Let us introduce a society
in which social insecurity will be im-
possible.

THE COMMUNISTS
When historians of the future com-

plete the volume dealing with the
history of our day, the section devoted
to its seamiest feature will include a

lengthy chapter on the Communists.
Communists are not new on the

world scene. Marx and Engels in their
earlier years regarded themselves as
Communists and wrote a pamphlet
which they called “The Communist
Manifesto.” In later years they used
the terms Communist and Socialist,
Communism and Socialism, without
distinction.

But the Communists referred to
here are not the ones recognized as

such by Marx and Engels or regarded
as kinsmen by modern Socialists. The
Communists referred to here are those
who assumed the name after the Bol-
shevik rise to power in Russia in
1917: the governing party in that
country together with the “Commun-
ist Parties” they afterwards formed in
many countries throughout the world.
The path trodden by these Commu-
nists in 40-odd years has been both
awesome and gruesome.

To ensure their hold on power in
Russia they established a dictatorship
which they falsely labelled ‘‘the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat,” a term
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that has sometimes been used by Marx
and Engels. This acquisition became
justification for the destruction of all
political opposition in Russia and for
endless iniquities both in Russia and
elsewhere.

They set themselves up as the
leaders of the world’s workers, yet
down through the years excepting for
the governments of Yugoslavia and
China, they have never varied or
demurred in slavish obedience to the
dictates of the Kremlin. In only one
other way have they been equally
consistent, namely in their opposition
to the educational findings of Marx and
Engels and of the Socialist move-

ment. To them it has been necessary
only to gain for themselves the support
of the workers, however the means,
and to this end they have considered
it desirable to employ every kind of
trickery, deception and character as-
sassination known to politics.

So remote have they been from an

understanding of Socialism that they
readily accepted Stalin’s claim of
Socialism in Russia, and they are
forever advancing in the name of
Socialism, policies which ordinary
capitalist politicians regularly pursue
in the interest of capitalism.

From their earliest beginnings they
have alternated between hostility and
humility in their attitude toward
Labor, Social Democratic and other
parties seeking to reform capitalism;
at one time showering these groups
with foul abuse, at another urging
that the workers support them.

For years they hailed Trotsky,
Zinoviev, Kamenev and others of the
1917 Bolsheviks in the most ex-

travagant terms as revolutionary
heroes of the working class, then
coldly murdered them as agents of the
bourgeoisie.

They raised Stalin to the ranks of
the deities, turned savagely on all who
spoke of his butcheries, and allowed
unchallenged not even the mildest of
criticism — until after Stalin’s death
when Khrushchev spoke,

They supported both sides during
the second world war. When the war
started they called it a war against
fascism and supported the western

powers.* A month later they abruptly
changed sides and demanded the ac-

ceptance of Hitler’s peace terms. Then
when Russia was drawn into the war

they changed sides again and came
to the fore as defenders of democracy.

Over the years they have opposed
reforms and advocated them; opposed
Labor parties and supported them;
damned the League of Nations as a
““thieves’ kitchen’”” and joined it, as

they also joined its descendant, the
United Nations. They have scorned
democracy, proclaimed acceptance of
it, named some of their conquests
“people democracies’” and practiced
the most ruthless dictatorship. They
have opposed imperialism and prac-
ticed it, proclaimed the inevitability
of war and preached peaceful coexist-
ence, declared acceptance of Marxism
and violated its teachings.

The Communists have in fact been
on all sides of all causes except that
they have never been other than an

unqualified menace to the cause of
Socialism, the one cause that serves
the interests of the workers of the
world and will ultimately send the
dirty doings of Communists and other
upholders of capitalism into oblivion.

J. M.

* See The Western Socialist for Sept. 1939:
“A Document of Betrayal”” The Canadian
Communists were a bit slower than their
cvomrades in other lands, in accepting the
new pro-Nazi line. (Ed. Comm.)
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