Excluded Child and RTE
The Government of India, through SSA and other initiatives, has been able to work with state governments and citizen groups to expand significantly the availability of primary schooling at the doorstep of most children in the country. But there remains a stubborn core of children that an even more expanded network of schools would not be able to bring into school, even if the school is at the neighbourhood of where the children live. These are children who survive in the most difficult circumstances, and face formidable barriers to be able to access schooling. These include a) disabled children; b) children of migrant workers; c) rural working children, d) urban street children; e) children in conflict zones; f) children of stigmatised parentage, and g) children without adult protection. Children may be in more than one category, representing even deeper multiple disabilities.
It is important also to recognise that the rights of these children are not less than or subsequent to those of other children. If anything, since they are the most vulnerable of our children, ensuring the rights of these ‘last’ children should be the first obligation of every government. 

The necessary but not sufficient conditions for the excluded child to avail of their right to education is to ensure that they access first their rights to shelter, security, assured and nutritious food, health care and love. Recognising that children’s basic needs must be met (i.e. protection, food, shelter, health) before they can focus on education, RTE must integrate these services into its educational model. It must acknowledge the indivisibility of rights, or in other words, that the right to education cannot be met, if other basic child rights are violated.

If the country is committed to bring these ‘last’ children through the doors of our schools, and to retain them there, this would require the development of strategies that recognise and address what are those barriers that block a child from walking into schools, and staying there. This is even more imperative in the light of the obligations created by the fundamental right to education.

This group will work on a) understanding the specific barriers and vulnerabilities faced by each of these categories of children; b) understanding the existing general and specific provisions for each of these categories of children currently available in SSA and RTE to avail their right to education, and their limitations, of design or scale, or both; and c) proposing appropriate strategies for these children to avail their right to education (combined with other indivisible rights) within the 12th Plan Period.

