are elected. The grmp is now in existence. Duri: "i? the

aext mgnth or so the organizing committee and the new
officers get back in touch with pmmmmg doorkaocking

contacts why didn’t show up at the fiest meeting or who

didn’t join, and the group gets to work dealmg with is
mnitial set of issues.
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Local ACORN groups working on local issues are
crucial to what ACORN is and does. [t makes sense
therefore, to ook in some detail at ?;‘ww 4 ps‘i"
:oCal gmug goes apout working Oni AR 1850e

A couple residents of Little Rock’ inare
biack Centennial Neighborhood w”is.:z SHTTOUnS
Central High School} concerned about peighborhond

?”ir"‘

imiﬁﬂ probiems, spent some time in zarly 1972 wving
o get the City to put up a waffic | light. Rebuffed by the

bureaucracy, the residents decided EE’E!..;%E' iney  rmighs
nave more success if they invited ACORN into the
neighborhood. One of the reside m had bee "

other ACORN activities, and he provided 2 nat
to ACORN, This initial grou pef =~'~=3.=.. igdents, plus some o
their {riends, was deveicped by the ACORN organizer
into the neighborhood ﬁfgaiﬁlifiﬁ comimiitee, and by
Aﬁgusi 1972 a meeting of 100 3;3 gg};v founded 2
Centennial Neighborhood Association/ACUEN.

3

ﬁdthﬁugh the traffic light was the initial local issue

another issue came (o the 'ﬁ"{}i‘ii‘f}f‘{?;ﬁ  Quring the
meeting. Several members had heasrd that the

Centennial School propery i the m‘f%g@
being razed, was going to be deve
grocery store or an &paﬂwﬁ;f B E?

that either resuit would culy add o the alre
L JUTEsS gL, B towe Tou Wlace amai ¢ e sl
geteriorating traffic sutuation in the area, as well

making their children’s olaypround (the strest) e
more hazardous than it gziready was. Turning th
property into a park would solve both problems at once

the groug qumki}; real iﬁ~u% and a pary conunitise
tormed to see what coulc %}'ﬁ done.

The group circulated a petition in the neighborhood.
and then arranged a m "ﬂ*ﬂ.ﬁg with the owner of the
property, the Littie Rock Sck m*ti? Board. They were tols
by the school superintendent that perhans the

could be persuaded to buy ﬁ'w property and develop th
oark.

E}

. 5 -
FE=
i ] 0 s LT
- g 3 = '
£¢ i 3
§ & i (] P
o d 1 : " e - "
i P "-; - FL "
# iy ' s
< - o Y -
i [
e LR -1
s '.-"r' Fa 3 " 1;_ =
e 3 -
F o - b §. Y.
e -|. o L : -t £ .
arps - d'l' | - ]
i & : i ; ol
s - L - -
- "1 # 1 i i & @ L 5
- o . il
Lt g T - 4
wy
a ot : Y
o'y Wil . - .
b i .
b | .- 1
i Lo K o
b, e L g | .
I, L . .
T -
r - M
] i 5 T | r
BT gl e, T A i
LT e e Ry i .
' 5 " i s = }
o 1 b " e R g
« . R L e
BT . o 3 o 4
A0 g ¥ 3 & 1
=uk e gt Lal o oy =
=, L5 e J Bl i | . oy
Tk _.:l'l". i it 3 r‘.:lr o g
e - .
e el MR AT, e P e
. " 1 il W '
r kel by = ‘
G e i
" 1 L ] L
" 1 4 * s 2 ot
'. o5 - Tk . -- £
i) b r ol ] -
e Fr M A e e :
g o - i ™ L o 3 -
- s o s . ;
L - = . - -
", . L 5
= ., [ v ", » .
w h -
5 ol L e R T
B il e el ]
A L ¥ = 'y L ]
ok, W -~ L]
E = SO A A i e o
e )
- L L Sl *i'._ - I " '..:-fé‘
: iy i W) (Fag
- 1 5 !L-._- e g
e o el - - A o
y
e ¥ .
e 2
" [ . " . o
P o i
& - '.._ “."LII- "'- 1 = - '.'_.'r. "
kd, ) ¥ S
o .r-‘. b L } al = .i"
L { L 2 T +i ,-lr.-l"
T Sl e = - il
'y gy Y N g e, NN T . l'--:., 1
o= ' 1 '
CLI L R, s I 1 S WD
; - =l ke .y
a i u - .r:f e = .';.. e
1B fl = s 5y ol
o T e ey S A, s
L .{- = Ry l'.?‘_.'- i 1 BN
. ' T ;
el e ¢ s .
e i Al g, dile i T} ol J=f
g g Ry - e I
v, S Y T s
et By . "‘:I.",.,l__'-. el i
Fre e P Y s
¥ i Vo e ARt
o B e oA | A
'L' f 5 P B - H
ail % [
L .;‘T.#:r £
] " u
: xS
L A R o
= oY L By
I F i
? - .
)
- 'r‘ !
i e
! .
i i
-
oL X
31 A
l . _-JI"'-, -
: yh
P L i
(& 3
. l
H ’f' ; L
. & ' o
; *®
L
LY
L a
.,
g

f%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ::a*‘i with the four huoadred signatures on the
thirty CNA tiembers showed up at the aext
City E; ard of Direciors. The group, having recerved
help researching the issue from the organizer and from
ACORN’s research department, presented several
arguments to the Board: {1} the Pianning Commission's
{971 Master Park Plan called for several parks in the
CNA area, 'E of which had homes on them; (2) the site
ACORN proposed was within three biocks of two of the
sites, and was the only feasible location; (3) the CRA
neighborhosd contained 400 children of age 14 or
younger; (4} the park would be a safeguard agamst
snetghborhood deterioration, and (&) the site, without 2
park, would no doubt be zoned for residential or
commercial use gnd thus add to the neighborhood s
trathe problems. |

The i"ii'} was noticably unsympathetic. Une divector
suggested Using & park & miie away. The City Manager
iaimed that vhe oty had ne money.

The group fo Howed up on two fromts, First, they
attended several school board meetings in. order 1o
copvinece the fgf‘"*ﬂﬁ% board not to sell the land to 2

R
FrA
o
frre
"I:

'l."'lh
¥

deveicper. Second, the group directed the organizer {0
find out whether the oity actually did have the money,
and, if it didn't, whether there was any federal or state
reoney available to buy and develop the park. Ef‘i’a
Movember of 1972, the UNA E’wambw sucteeded
torcing the City Uirectors nto applving {or a ?ﬁ*%?fi’?ﬁ
HUD ‘Cpen Space Land Act” grantg, and the maﬁ*er they
were able 1o convinece the schoo! board to hoid on to the
ianc anul the HUD grant came through.

With victory in sight, however, President Nixou
impounded the HUDU parks money. A UNA formed
solely fo win a park suight have siowly fallen apart while
waliing for new federal

money t t}f: made availabic,
ienty of oiher issues {0 keep
had to be won (it was soon
ostywide campmgns WELe
become involved in: A fight
‘.% Expressway, which was
e old residential center of
& fm ra é.‘f“ increase: and an
.. ibution of the new
3 A fﬁiiﬁﬂ This last isspe
handie it needed 1o finally win
14974 the group wcces&fuﬁy
apDr prmtmg $85,000 of
sition and i development of t%m
w gits in the middie of the
y the residents of what
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| with other local
i it wiﬁx of county 1ssues:
"..f,;ﬁ.::;izmzmzs 1015 wgﬁhﬁr tG
W't take a look at how that

&k ‘ia.@* ctivwide and statewide




