
are elected, The gmfip is now in existence. Duri:*zg the
aext mgnthor so the arg&mz&mg compmittee and the new
officers get backin touch with pmmasmg doorknocking

- contacts wher didn’t show up at the first meeting or whe
didn’t join, and the group gets to work dealing with its
initial set ofissues.
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Local ACORN groups working on local issues
crucial to what ACORN is and does. [t makes
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therefore, to lookin some detail at how s partic
iocal gmu? goes about working on an issoe,

A couple residents of Little Rock’s m«'fi
black Centennial Neighborhood (whic
Central High School) concerned mi‘:x)m
traffic problems, spent some time in sarly
to get the Cityto put up a zwafisclight. x‘v"em
bureaucracy, the residents decided
have more success if they invite
*zeaghbcazhwaiOne ofthe residents had b
other ACORN activities, andhe pm'ia%:-"-a‘;% a1
to ACORN, This initial group of residents, ?ém :

their friends, was developed©by fiie ACORN org
into the neighborhood organizing committee,
%ugus& 1972 a meeting of 100 peo; fou

Centennial Neighborhood Association/ACGRN,

ning

filthmxg%s the traffic light was the initial local issee,
another issue ‘,ameto the -,m_g.fw 3 a’ii'i‘%}i}g the first
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ard thatthecid
%U@sthood, then

. fjrwr”i inte either a

ng. The group feit
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being razed, was going to be fl
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grocery store or an apartment buildi
that either resuit would ouly ad

deteriorating traffic situation in
making their children’s play
more hazardous than it
property into a park would

sy & Fne vR fu%&”fiifis‘ the
s atonce,

the group quickly realized
formed to see what couldb

The group circulated g peetit
and then arranged a mee

property, the Littie Rock §
by the schoolsuperintenden Pzzez:zwi t?*t‘
could be persuaded to buy thaproperty and
park.
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dred signatures on the
petific bers showed up at the next
im : '*»:‘Mei f mrfirinrs. The group, *mvmg received
help researching theissue from the organizer and from
ACORN’s research department, presented several
arguments to the Board:{1}the Planning Commission's
1971 Master Park Plan called for several psrks in the
CNA area, all of which had homes on them; (2) the site
ACORN proposed was within three blocks of two of the
sites, and was the only feasible location; (3} the CRA
neighborhond contained 400 children of age 14 or

younger; (4} the park would be a safeguard against
neighborhood deterioration, and (5) the site, without &

:;zzr.% would no doubt be zomed for residential or

commercial use and thuos add to the neighborhood’s
traffic problems.
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The city was noticebly unsympathetic. One divector
mmgstedusing & pari & mile away. The City Manager

i that f;"af: s;ty Mfi no money.
‘ ¢ oon two fronts, First, they

ol board meetings in. order 1o
i5’}0rd not to sell the land to 2

K"k, group directed the organizer to
cy the city actually did have the money,

't, whether there was any federal or state
¢ to i:m and develop ithe park. In

: @ nbers sucteeded in
#",u applving for a $100,000

e, and thereafier they
soard to hoid on to the

nt came
it, however, President Nixon

ks

money. A CNA formed
2 stowlyfallen apart while

At new federal money tc be made availabie,
bt ""wémACORN had plenty of other issues to keep
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it needed 1o finally win
‘4 the group successfully
ppropriating $85,000 of the
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