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-=11331t of the Farth'(U.S. left film about the leadling role of women
during a cobper miner's strike)ls for us a model ..because 1t 1s one of
the films which created a method of work that we try Tto but into practice,.
The difference 1s that 'Salt of the EFarth' remalilns in the realm of the
psychological, It deals with the relationship between a couple., Michael
Wilson(script writer of 'Salt of the Farth')sald rightly that it was a
love story and that i1t was through that story that two people found
out a number of things about Tthemselves, We placed ourselves at another
level, that of the masses. We are not dealing wilth ralsing individual
consciousness, but wlth mass consclousness,"

2-WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE WCMEN"S MOVEMENT IN FRANCE?

There was not a great deal of information avallable to us on this subject.
We bresent here excerpts from an article written by two women(Genevieve
and Therese Brilsac)that appeared in ILe Monde Diplomatique in August of
this year,
--"The composition of the worklng class 1tself has changed drastically
since the '60s, More and more women are wage earners, Fewer and fewer
women stob working to ralse their children, and the%of married women
working has grown from 31% in 1662 to 40% in 1975,"
-=-"The long stTrlkes of the early 1970s were a turning point; brought
together in solldarity, women became consclous of thelr oppression.
-~"Women'!s strlkes have invented a new form of militancy, creating different
rhyth ms, different organizations, The need to breath, to escanve from the
constricting authorltarian relationships in the family led women to look
for an egallitarlian, non-authoritarian, non-hlerarchical forms of organ-
ization, where the traditlonal mechanism of delegation and power are
eliminated, The strikes have led women to want to learn new skills,
~-="The women'l!s struggles flrst Tocok place outside of the trade unions,.
With the creation of themovement for the Freedom of Abortlilon and RBlirth
Control in 1973 things began to change, Womens'! groups started to form
within various factorles and workplaces....By 1977 the CGT (the largest
union)came to recognize the 'useful role! played by these womens!'! groups
in the factories, Birthbontrol, abortlion, sharing of house work, and
criticism of sexism has been offically supported by the CGTV
The union has agreed to these poslitions because otherwise women would
form their own unions to fight for them,
--"Tt would be an i1llusion therefore nct to take for granted the in-
evitable growth of the feminist revolt and conscliousness in France, The
women's movement now represents a new soclal force which cannot be stamped
out; 1t forces us to expand The classical analysis of the contradictions
of canitallist soclety. Women express thelr determ ination to reintroduce
the personal, The inventlion of a different practice, the problem of dele-
gation of power, of active democracy without sevarating V"public!" life
from "private" problems, psychologlcal problems from social ones.,"
-="No unity between men and women 1s possible if 1t must rely on the
sllence and passivlity of women, There 1s no »noint in winning the right
to work and equality of pay 1f the structures themselves which reproduce
these lnequalitles are not changed: the divislon of work in the family
and in soclilety, and the obllgatoryvroles for each..."
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J=- WHAT IS THE SIZE COF THE WORKING CIASS? HOW IS IT CRGANIZED?

the 52 million ople 1n
of Theth® g2 ,miliion peopls in Frange 15 million are waged workers,

O belong to trade unions, The largest union is




