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—et1aalt of the HarthtU.5, 1ledt Cilm abous CLhe leadlilig role of women

during a copper miner's strike)ls for us a model., .because 1t is one of
the filme whlch crenbed a method of work GLhEv we Ury Lo put 1nto practiice,
The difference l=s that 'cait of the ParCh! vemanns 11 Dhe redlm 6f the
psychological, It deals with the relatlonshlp between a couple, Michael
Wilsen(seript writer of 'Oult of the Harth® )dald rightly thatl 1t was a
love story and that 1t was through that story that two people found
out a number of Things about themselves, We Dlaced ocurselves at another
level, that of The masses. We dre hobt dealllls With ralslng individual
conscilousness, but with mass consclousness."

2-WHAT 18 THE NATURE. OF THE WOMBNYS MOVEMENT IN FRANCE?

There ways novi.a great deal ‘of ITwnfeoranCion avalilable vo s on This subject,
We bresent here excerpts from an article written by two women(Genevieve
and Therese Brisac)that appeared in Le NMonde Diplomatique in August of
thie year,
-~"The composition of the working class lUself has changed drastically
since the '60s, More and more women are wage earners. Fewer and fewer
women stop working to ralse their children, and the%of married women
working has grown from 31% in 1962 to 40% in 1975."
~-1The long strikes of Tthe early 19708 were a Cturnlihg point; brought
together in solldarlity, wWomen became colsclous of thelr oppression,
-~"Women'!s strikes have invented a new form of mllitancy, creating different
rhyth ms, different organizations, The need to breath, to escape from the
constricting authoritarian relationghips 1n the Tamily led wawmen to 1ook
for an egallitarian, nmoli=atitheritarial. nor-hierarchiesl forms of organ-
ization, where the traditional mechanism of delegation and power are
eliminated, The strlkes have led women to want to learn new skills.
-=-"The women't!s struggles first took place outslide of the trade unions,
With the creatlon of themovement for the Freeden of Abertlien and Birth
Control in 1973 things began te chaunpge, Womens! groups starbfed to form
within various factories and workplaces, ...By 1977 the. CGT " (the largest
union)came to recognize the tuseful role! played by these womens!' groups
in the factories. Birthbontrol, gbarvleon. . sharing of house work, and
critleism of 8exism has been offically supported by the CETV
The union has agreed to these positions because otherwise women would
form Thelr own unions to fight Teor Chem,
«-"Tt would be an illuslon therefore not to take for granted the in-
evitable growth of tThe feminist revolit and econisclousriessI1n France, The
women's movement now represents a new soclal force which cannot be stamped
out; 1t forces us Lo expand the classieal analysia of -the eontradictionis
of capitalist socliety. Women express thelr deferm lnation to reintroduce
the personal, The lnvention of a different practice, the problem of dele-
gatlon of power, of acllve democracy without separating "bublie" Jife
from "private! . problems, psychological broblems from soclal oneg"
--"No unity between men and women 1s possible if it must rely on the
gllence and pasgiviby of women, Thepe 1= 16 Polnt tn sinning the right
to work and equality of pay 1lf the structures themselves which reproduce
these inequalities are not changed: the divislon of work in the family
and in socleby; and fhe obligator¥droles tor esach,"
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J= WHAT IS THE S1ZE CF ‘THE WCREKING CIASS? Hey 15 T7 CRGANIZED?
the 52 million people In France 15 million are wagedof ggese gpprox mately 50 %elong to tgade unions.pT%egfarggg%eggion is


