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|

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14—There are two widely divergent
views|

as to the manner in which Mr. Adlai E. Stevenson conducted
him-|self during the recent effort of the Eisenhower Administration
to|gain his help, as titular leader .>( the Uwocratic p:uf

,
in a

great|national crisis. abroad. N e R T

TThe effort failed and that, of| out by his friends that while
there|course, means that there will not be|are plenty of Democratic
:mpir{1bipartisanship, so far as the|ants for the presidency theyare|United States is concerned, at theinot outstanding men, and
with|NATO meeting in Paris next|Nixon instead of Eisenhower
mnv:week. ning there’ should ?"0 little
trouble|Most Americans will be dis-/for Adlai to get a third

numma;tressed at this. Certainly it is tion if he plays his (':n"ds right.i
not what they expected. Certainly,
too, it is not what the President|
expected or tried for—quite the!
reverse. !

DIFFICULT COURSE
As for the two views on the|

Stevenson course, his friends in-|
sist that the Eisenhower requ(ME
put him in a very difficult pom-i
tion, He acted, they say, as a|
patriot and not as a politician|
when he agreed to come to Wash-|
ington as a consultant. If he had|
failed to accept that invitation he
would have been open to just|
criticism. Having had all the factsi
laid before him and given his|
views, he does not think he is|
called upon to do more. Wit
most of what the Administration
proposes he is in accord, but should|
he have accepted the Presidont’s;
invitation to attend the Paris|
NATO convention as one of thef
American delegation it might|
force him into approval of the|
whole American position, in some|

 of which he does not believe.
,

The other view of Mr. Stevenson|
is that he has been grudging and|
reluctant in the bipartisanship|
into which he was forced. There|
was not even a flavor of real cos|
operation about his response to;
the President’s cordial appeal. |

He not only lacked in gracious-|
ness and generosity but showed]
himself too small a man to rise|
above politics and, in the interests|
of the country, co-operate with|
the man who had twice beaten
him for the presidency. He gave|
proof of this, it is maintained, hx‘
consulting in Washington and tak-|
ing the advice of the three or four|
nost bitter of the anti-Eisenhower|

people in the whole United States|
—personal as well as "political|
haters of the President. |

These were the people he sought|
out here and by whose counsel]
he was guided. They were, it is|
true, supplemented by a small
group of journalistic left-wingers
who have been the center of anti-
Eisenhower and pro-Stevenson
propaganda for nearly six years
—and still are.

These are the friends upon whom
Mr. Stevenson relies. They were

pleased — as was he — that Mr
Eisenhower had asked him to go
to Paris. First, because merely]
being singled out somewhat re

stored what was certainly hi
greatly impaired prestige; sec-

ondly, because he could so easi
|

refuse, which he promptly did,|
without seeming absolutely "}uul
ish and political
POLITICS SEEN MOTIVE

There are some well-inform ed|
men in Washington who insist that

from the start to finish Mr. Stev-
enson, in this episode, has been
motivated by politics and not|
pa His ‘‘close friends’
have succeeded in putting the idea|
that in 1960 he can be 1»4?“»11 1“;1"‘1

for the presidency bac
head and this time win ‘:W !

Mr. Eisenhower cannot run

Mr. Nixon, whom most ob-
servers believe will be nominated
for the presidency at the Repub-
lican Convention in 1960. is a man
he can really defeat. It is pointed


