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BLESSINGS OF DISCRIMINATION

A

When a crm is born, his development is
watched with anxious anticipation by those
who wish him well. He begins to laugh and
scream with pleasure and displeasure about
more and more things, as his capacity for dis-
crimination increases more and more. This is
not a tragedy; it is a blessing. A child without
any sense of discrimination is cursed with the
threat of self-destruction.

The case of Beverly Smith, as reported by
Dr. Frank R. Ford of Johns Hopkins Hospi-
tal, is interesting and significant. Due to some

defect or short-circuit in Beverly’s central nerv-

ous system, she has no sense of pain. When
she falls down, or bumps her head, or puts her
hand on a hot stove, or cuts herself with a

knife, there is no pain. A blessing to Beverly?
No. This censoring of Nature’s important
warnings may save her some initial pains, but
it exposes her to the terrible consequences of
ignoring the danger signals of pain from heat,
broken bones, or appendicitis. All this because
Beverly can not discriminate in feeling. She is
a tragic care to her mother, who can protect
her in some ways but who has no way of pro-
tecting her against all those dangers where
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