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Beay Frieng of. the Alliance,

It has been nearly ten years now since "mental patients" and
other vietims of the psychiatric profession first began to unite in
opposlition to psychiatric exploltation and assaulE. In its short his-
tory, the "mental patients'" liberation movement has been extremely
successful in raising public awareness of and concern about the plight
ot -those.tabeled by Deyeliatty a8 ""meatally 11,

However, 'the fdor weamalins "that im 1979, with (e sanctity of
"human rights" being constantly mouthed by those in power, over two
million Americans per year are still being incarcerated in psychia--
tric facilities--most of them against their wills. And that almost
all of them are being administered powerful and dangerous mind-af-
fecting drugs, whether they want to take them or not--drugs which
can cause permanent brain damage and other destructive physical ef-
feors in up to 504 of those who use them.,

If you were already aware of these facts, your knowledge of the
circumstances faced by current and former psychiatric inmates ("men-
tal ‘patiente™) far ‘surpassés that of the average citizen. If the
above 1s indeed new information to you, be warned that beyond the
seemingly benevolent facade of psychiatry may be discovered countless
more ways in which this pseudo-medical industry operates to damage
people and rip then obiy both Bobetarily and emotionally, @ In any
case, we, the members of the Alliance for the Liberation of Mental Pa-
tients, hope you will agree that the liberation struggle of "mental
pativents” 18 & vitdl one and worthy of i vour support.

For.thogse ol vou W0 See uptan thag with Ehe Alllante aud its
activities, "let us briefly introduce ourselves. .We are an education-
al/political/advocacy organization composed of and directed by former
peyohilgiric. inmates. Quesbasic godls arct

17, To abolishbuall ‘imvoluntary psychiattric-incarceratiorn ( "hos=
pitalization”) angd “Sweatment' d{ieoy diigeineg; eloettoshock, 'soll-
tary confinement, behavior modification, etc.);

2) To veplace the clapren: "mental health" svetem and so-called
"experts” in human emotions with voluntary grassroots systems of hu-
man support that do not base their existence on doctors, drugs, and
profits;

3) To do away with the cdheéept of "mental ilinbsEfass o way of
explaining (and invalidating) people's feelings of pain, frustration,
rage, etc.; and

4). ' To advance publie mnderstandine of the soeialy polirical,
(over)


