& It was scoop at first sight. In
aviumn 1978, viewers of a
new public-access news show

in Austin, Texas, heard-—
weeks belore i beoke on na-

tional news--ingide reports of
furmodl in lran and of the im-

minent overthrow of Nic.
araguan strongmen Anastasio
Somoza.

That was the lirst program
of Alternative Views, which
gix years later & slill staying a
jump or two ahead of the
heedhm and now is consid-

-3 to pubhc -8CCUSS

ccble stations around the
countTy.

The weekly hour-long pro-
gram comnes o viswers frorn a
irankly leflist slant. It was
startad by a group ol salii-
stylod "'video activists ' led Ly
Dougles Kellner, & professor
at the Univerzity of Texa: at
Augtin and suthor of Herbert
Marcuse and the Crisiv of
Marxism, and Frank Morow,
whose Ph.D. thesis anal zes
conglomerate control of TV
networks.

You might say they hav: an
ax {o grind. And they chuer-
fully edmit it. "The wihnle
point of this show says Lol
ner, i3 that the netw: ks
never lgt in aternative v zvg,
That's the gap we'rs tryt ' to
1" Over the last two “sars,
lhﬂﬂ hm Kﬁ“ﬂﬂ' ang MC:!'-
row have conducted inler-
views with expsris on Cantral
America, internations debl,

aiternative nutriticn, ¢ad or- .

ban development. Thay have
shown {oolage amuge .ed out
oi the Sabra and Shaiile refu-
gee campe the day «lter the
massacre there, and also of
the invasion of Lebarnon.
They have aired movies such
as On Compeny Business, a
documentary sharply critical
of the ClA. And they have
conducted the only longiorm

video interview that Dr. Ben

jamin Spock recalls qronhnq
The show agarners wid

praise irom local vzewers.
many of whom seem to ap-
preciate its olibeat, gritty
quality. And the show also
nets the respect of proles.
sionals like Screen Actors

Guild president Ed Asner

and TV personality lohn

Henry Faulk, who called his
experience with the show

“the most exciling thing |'ve
aver done on the media.”

Of course, the show also
raises some hackles. lts hosts
received iyped death threats
siter coverage of Latin Amer.
ican alfeirs, and a local paper
labeled Keliner and Morrow
Soviet apologists. One guest,
Professor Tom Philpoit, who
linked child prostitution with
organized crime, later was
shot and wounded. Although
the crime went unsolved,
some thought the shooting
was a calculated warning.

But the worst problem lor
Alternative Views producers
is not controversy or even the
rare violent incident. It's the
terrible reputation of pubhe
access. reople do have a
negative image ol 1) granis
Kellner, "and in some places
they're justified—il can be
pathetic. That's why we think
Alternative Views ig an
important model.” The show
already geis peddied in cas-
setie lorm among public-ac
cess cable stations in siz
cities, and deals are being
negotigted with five more.

[i local public access has
limited visibility, it also has
somie special advaniages.
The show sometimes tackles
local issues, such as rate hikes
by the talephone company
and piens ol local peace ac.
ivists to plug into & national
" mergency Response Net
wok in the event of & US.
invonon of Nicaragua, It can
resp-nd 1o local constituen.
cies such as groups of
Palesinian and Iranian stu-
denis wtiending the Univer.

sity of Texas. And it can drew |
on local experis, such as fre.
quent guasi John Stockwell,
an ex-ClA egent who draws
oft parsonal experiencs and
recent travels to comment on
the U.S. role in Nicaragua,
Granads, and Jamaica.

A 60 Minutes producer
would blanch &t the budget
lor these sixty-mimste news
programs. For the first twe
vears, the show was pro-
duced on & budget of zero.
Not zero-based; zero. Yolun-
teer fime and college shudio
tacilitise made i possible.

Mow the show is produces on
an arinugl budost of $2.000

much of which iz spent mak
ing the show available lor
nonprofit groups that can'{ al-
tord the $100 purchase
price.

Having recently won &
tight for surviva! in ithe city
council, Alternative Views s
moving up in the world. 't will
now bs produced in the stu-
dio of the cable company,
giving it thrae camersas in-
gtead of one and putting car-
pet undser the guests’ leel.
But the focus will stay the
same. Upcoming subiects in-
clude the political and social
upheaval in South Africs and
Central America, the growth
of the pesce movemenis in
the U.S. and the USSR,
the problems of eging.

I Alternsiive Views can
work oul negoliations with
some gsaven olher video
groups 1o intly rent soieilile
time, viewer: acroez the
couniry may zoon be sam.
ming the program. But British
viewers may be ahoad of
them. Beitain's Fourth Chan-

-nel recently purchased sev.

eral of the programs lor
inclusion in @ special on
American public-acces TV

Alternative Viows can be
reached by wriling Alterna-
live information Neiwork
PO. Box 7279, Austin. Texas
18713.
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