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Fifteen Years After The Fact

«]1 wanted to be a good hippie. For me and lots of

other people a good hippy was something very worth
being, if not the only thing worth bc'\rng."

Mark Vonnegut, The Eden Express
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1 while it lasted. And now, just an even

decade-and-a-half after Love’s crest and declaration of anarchy,

this is as good a time as any 1o recall its worth afid shape and fep\.
In brief, it is about time someone said something nice about hlp—
pics. Though many who were not at the center of the bloom will

say otherwise, a great cultural transformation took place In the

western world between 1965 and '69. As those who have bene-
fited from a movement and its power, let us lay thanks and praise

where it belongs.

LLove was a groovy ide

“Why can’t | stand on the corner and wait for no-

body? Why can’t everyone?”’: 3 Emmett Grogan

“May the Baby Jesus shut your mouth and open your

.
At the crest of the movement, social scientists were supplying

worried editorial writers with hot copy. On reported: ‘Several

years absence from demanding social interactions may render

them helpless as successful role-players and game-players in the

formal structure of American society.”’
Meanwhile, back at the great high Haight the children of

Love were saying: “Outtasight!”

“Diogenes and the Greek Cynics of the fourth cen-

tury B.C. to six century A.D. denounced established
convention and proposed a way of life designed to

lead to the happiness of the individual. Believing that

artifice corrupts, that freedom is secured by following

nature, and happiness is found in virtuous action,

they saw themselves as scouts and heralds of god,
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.There was a hippie political program as well. The Diggers of

Frisco and New York, those joyous advocates of total anarchist

mind.” Family Dog motto
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revolution, brought it together. It meant living now as if the

_But here are some positive things we wish to say about our

revolution had already b
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