Fifteen Years After The Fact
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But here are some positive things we wish to say about our
friends the hippies, who helped bring re-enchantment back to the

world: Once upon a time in a land of quiet repression, lawn
furniture, blocked sex, vague yearnings, clairol shampoo, person-
ality games, plastic materialism, and Howard Johnson restaurants,
some good people with bright, tender smiles made a discovery,
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At the crest of the movement, social scientists were supplying

worried editorial writers with hot copy. On re_portcd: ‘Several
years absence from demanding social interactions may r_endcr
them helpless as successful role-players and same-players in the

formal structure of American society.’

| ove were saying: “Outtasight!”

“Diogenes and the Greek Cynics of the fourth cen-
tury B.C. to six century A.D. denounced est'abllshcd
convention and proposed a way of life designed to
lead to the happiness of the individual. Believing that
artifice corrupts, that freedom is secured by following
nature, and happiness ic found in virtuous action,
they saw themselves as «couts and heralds of god,

deﬁlcating one’s labors as a reconnaissance for
others to follow — watchdogs of mankind to bark at

Illusion, the surgeon whose knife sliced the cancer of
cant from the minds of others.”’
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revolution, brought it together.
revolution had already been won.
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Meanwhile, back at the great high Haight the children of

There was a hippie political program as well. The Diggers of
Frisco and New York, those joyous advocates of total anarchist
It meant living now as if the

Breaking the stranglchold of
the money economy, permitting the gestures between men and
women, and men and men, to be natural and open nNow just as
they should be. The Digger program had two parts: (1.) Do your




