Suggested agenda priorities for last 2 UPA years (2012-14):
A new 20 point program for the 21st century
1. Early passage on Food Security Bill: with PDS coverage of 25% exclusion (rural) and 50% exclusion (urban) and full coverage of all other populations with universal entitlements. Advise Standing Committee Chairperson to move for revision and improvement of Food Bill. (End forever the symbolic PR disaster of rotting food grains which government refuses to distribute to the poor, and the image of a government willing to let food rot or export it, but not distribute it to the people). 
2. Nation-wide campaign to reform PDS: decentralised procurement and storage, door- step delivery to PDS shops, end-to-end computerisation and transparency measures to control corruption. This is a state subject, but Congress states can be mandated to give highest priority to PDS reforms and delivery systems.

3. Revival of agriculture especially for the small and middle farmer: including basic income support and insurance, expansion of farm credit, strengthening MSP, and major expansion of watershed development programs with convergence with MG NREGA. (In NAC, we could have a special session devoted to this theme, inviting P Sainath and Prof Swaminathan to present their views for a concrete plan for revival and agriculture, and addressing farmer distress). 

4. Decisive action on corruption: actively build consensus with political opposition in public domain to decide on Lokpal and basket of anti-corruption measures. Major effort in expanding and implementing Section 4 of RTI on voluntary disclosures, as a preventive anti-corruption measure
5. Administrative reforms: decisive action on numerous administrative reform recommendations, to recast administration, in ways that makes it more pro-poor and accountable, revives morale of honest officers, protects upright officers; and also reduces scope for delays and discretion which fuel corruption. Implement police and judicial reforms, and reform in systems of legal aid 
6. Measures for Dalits: a) Special Ambedkar Program to guarantee basic services of clean water, sanitation, ICDS centres and approach roads to all SC rural and urban settlements in 12th Plan; b) passage of strengthened SC ST Atrocities Act; c) Implement SC SP reform plan

7. Tribals: Amendments of FRA and PESA, and big thrust to implementation in states, especially Congress ruled states     

8. Land-acquisition and mining: early passage and implementation of laws which give a much fairer deal to persons affected and displaced by land- acquisition and mining (In NAC, we should look at amendments also to the mining law)
9. Review and pass Communal Violence Bill: Request National Commission of Minorities to convene a process to review the NAC draft bill based on feedback and criticisms: a) widen definition of ‘group’; b) leave out SC ST; and c) replace National Authority with reformed National Commission of Minorities. Press for early passage of this revised Bill

10. Other measures for minorities: a) National Program for universal pre-matric and post-matric scholarships for all religious minorities excluding wealthy groups on clear criteria such as income tax payers and employment in formal sector; b) special program of residential schools, including for girls, in all minority blocks; and c) special program to guarantee basic services of clean water, sanitation, ICDS centres and approach roads to all minority settlements in 12th Plan
11. Women’s Bill: extensive back-room lobbying with UPA, Left and BJP, to build sufficient support for early passage of Women’s Reservation Bill     

12. Big thrust to MG NREGA: major thrust to implementation of MG NREGA, including excellent reforms proposed by MORD. But further effort for new generation reforms in MG NREGA, making it even more relevant to artisans, the aged; and incorporating the provision for an advance equal to 50 days’ wages each year
13. Urban Poor: big thrust to implement RAY to upgrade slums in all states, especially Congress ruled states. Passage of Bills to give land tenure rights to slum residents, and for street vendors
14. Unorganised workers: early passage of Social Security Bill for Unorganised Workers
15. Social Protection: universal package of old age pension; and unconditional income transfers to families of persons with disabilities. Campaign in all Congress ruled states to implement AP reforms to ensure timely distribution of old-age pensions
16. Poverty estimations: a new regime for poverty estimation, which does not give the impression that government is attempting to minimise poverty
17. Health and ICDS: major raising of public investment in public health services (and not private health insurance); learn from and implement nation-wide program for free generic medicines in public hospitals in Rajasthan; implement nation-wide major early implementation of IDCS reforms
18. Education: expand RTE up to 16 years; major program for expanding residential schools for SC, ST, Muslim, working, migrant and street children, and children in conflict regions; smoothen difficulties in implementing RTE
19.  Human Rights in conflict areas: consider a big thrust to human rights in conflict areas of J and K and North East, by abrogating AFSPA. This will really create a new mood in the states. This can be followed up by special packages for women, children, youth and livelihoods development
20. Land reforms: revive the agenda of land reforms, as a source of hope and justice for the landless poor
