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ing school officials, churchmen, and university pro-
fessors and administrators, but as a result of the
counterattack in the News Press ‘“‘the air cleared and
the political temperature began to drop.” The knowl-
edge that the Birchite propaganda did not represent
the views of the community, said Mr. Storke, “makes
all the difference in the world to the church and
school leaders and other who have been under attack.
When they realize that they have strong support be-
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hind them, they are unlikely to buckle under the
pressure.”

Storke was able to state that the Birchite attacks
ceased once his campaign was launched. The citizens
of Santa Barbara are now free to discuss the issues
on which they differ and to decide them on their
merits. That is a right which the Birch Society and its
allies would deny to all Americans. It is a right worth
fighting for.
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