
IsShil
Joseph Ishill was born in 1883 in the
Rumanian province of Moldavia, and is best
rgmgmbered for the series of high qualityllm}ted editions of anarchist and liber-
tarlgn writings that he privately produced.
Growing up on a small farm, Joseph suffered
both from Rumania's rampant anti-Semitism
and from belonging to '"the downtrodden and
exploited peasant class."

Apprentiged at the age of fourteen to a

printer in the city of Botosani, Ishill
qu}ckly developed a passion for that craftKhlch never left him. He later wrote that
I began to see the world of recognizabledreams. I had found my vocation.' He

began at an early age to produce l1iterarywgrks. During his twentieth and twenty-first years, Tshill was dvavn into the bir-
cle of anarchists around The Review of Ideas
1n Bucharest, a journal started by turn-of-
the—ceptury Rumania's most prominentanarchist, Panit Musoui.

Soop after participating in a demonstration
against the death sentence imposed uponFrancisco F 1
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54 errer, Ishill left Rumania never
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to return. Upon arriving in New York late
1n 1909, he found work as a typesetter. He
attended anarchist meetings there just~as
he.had done in Bucharest. In 1910 he began
501ng to Emma Goldman's lectures, and was a
requent visitor to th
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the Ferrer Center after

Shortly after the Stelton Colony grew out
of New York's Ferrer Center in 19L5.. T shdd1
moved.there, continuing like many of thé
colonists to commute to work in New York.
He resurrected and installed in a corner of
the Colony's farmhouse an old hand printing
press, and began to teach the children the
printers! ant., With Ishidi'e help, they
produced a small monthly magazine called The
Path of Joy. 1Ishill also printed The Modern
S?hool on the same old press, making it, in
Wll}iam Thurston Brown's words, ”thekmosé
artistic magazine in the entire radical
movement."

On thanksgiving Day, 1916, Ishill eraveled
to New York to attend a benefit ball for
the Stelton School, where he met Rose
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Florence Freeman, a gifted lyrical poet
characterized bya Harvard critic as 'a
feminine Walt Whitman." They fell in love,
and Rose became his lifelong companion and
coworker.

While they were at Stelton, Ishill began
work on the series of private editions that
would occupy him for the rest of his life.
Late in 1916, he brought out an edition of
Oscar Wilde's Ballad of Reading Gaol with
a special foreword by Frank Harris. This
was quickly followed by three volumes of

poetry, two of them by Rose.

The couple left Stelton and moved to an

apartment in the Bronx early in 1918 so that
Ishill could be closer to his place of em-

ployment. They missed the countryside,
though, and in September of the same year
bought a three room bungalow in Berkley
Heights, New Jersey. In the course of the
next few years, Ishill added several rooms

to the house and built a basement in which
he installed his printing press.

They spent over forty years in Berkley
Heights, during which time Ishill devoted
all' of his free tine to the old press, pro-
ducing many ''books of the rarest beauty and

inspiration,' as Leonard Abbot called them.
The small press in Berkley Heights basement

produced gems of the typographers' art ad-
mired by conniseurs of fine printing and

those who shared his anarchist ideals. The
libertarian authors of these works, as

well as many of the artists involved, were

mestiy friends or correspondents. He pro-
duced some 250 books and pamphlets, all of
his own choosing, seldom printing more than
200 copies and often fewer. These small
editions were as a general rule presented
a5 gifts to friends and to libraries
around the world rather than being sold.

Rudolph Rocker, who visited the Ishills in

1926; said that Ishill had his own little
world in Berkley Heights which he ''ruled as

a masician of the graphic art."

Throughout his life, Ishill corresponded
with many more prominent anarchists than
those represented in his hand-printed books.
He sold the bulk of the resultant collection
of letters and manuscripts to Harvard
University in 1960, which thereby gained
one of the richest archives of anarchist
writings in the United States.

Joseph Ishill died in Berkley Heights on

March 14, 1966

The Emancipation Collective wishes
to acknowledge Paul Avrich's The
Modern School Movement (Princeton
University Press, 1980) as the sole
source of information for this
History Note..
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