Dear Mrs Gandhi,
Greetings on our Independence Day! 
I hope you are well.

I learn from the NAC Secretariat that there is only one major agenda for the NAC meet scheduled for 30 Aug, 2010, which is to finalise the recommendations of the NAC regarding the National Food Security Bill.

I request for your kind consideration, that we use the afternoon of 30 Aug, 2010, to listen to three very important petitions, from persons who seek to make their suggestions to the entire NAC in your chairpersonship. The subjects and proposed presenters of these three petitions are:

1. Rehabilitation of Salwa Judum Internally Displaced Persons: Around 7 lakh persons in Dantewada and Bijapur, have been internally displaced because of Salwa Judum, and the on-going conflict in the region. These persons are living in great distress, without elementary services of food supply, education, health care, agriculture and livelihoods. A petition to seek their urgent rehabilitation was filed in the Supreme Court by Dr Nandini Sundar, sociologist, and she would be making the presentation.

2. Abolition of Manual Scavenging: Even though Mahatma Gandhi regarded the carrying of human excreta on the head by persons of certain designated castes as the worst symbol of untouchability, it persists in India up to the present day. Despite it being outlawed in 1993, state governments did not take adequate steps for its abolition. A coalition called the Safai Karmchari Andolan has organised to a nation-wide campaign of manual scavengers, mainly women, against the shameful practice, which has had significant impact. The Chairperson of this Andolan, SR Sankaran, and its Secretary Wilson Bajwada wish to inform the NAC of the current status of the practice, and seek its concrete support for its complete and early abolition by the end of the year 2010.
3. Restitution and Rehabilitation of Bhopal Gas Survivors: 26 years after one of the world’s worst industrial disasters, the issue has resurfaced in the national conscience, and both the government and the people of India have renewed their commitment to belatedly ensuring a fair deal to the survivors. The Group of Ministers have approved some measures, but the survivors feel strongly that this still falls way short of the just rights of reparation of the affected people. There are also continued concerns of unaddressed environmental impacts of the disaster. It is these issues which I propose 3 representatives of 7 organisations of the Bhopal Gas Survivors discuss with the full NAC. These are Dr Satinath Sarangi, Mr Abdul Jabbar and Ms Rasheeda Bi.
I request you to kindly consider that each of these concerns of urgent national importance may be discussed in the meeting of 30 Aug, 2010. Each of the groups could be allocated one hour or 45 minutes each to make their presentations, if you consider fit.
Yours sincerely,

(Harsh Mander)

