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12 AMERICAN NEGRO PROBLEMS

‘The Communist Party of America must recognize the right of
national self-determination for the Negroes and must respect their
own decision about the form of the realization of this self-deter-
mination. T'he Negro Communists should emphasize in their pro-

t:i paganda the establishment of a Negro Soviet Republic.

AGAINST WHITE CHAUVINISM

Not only the labor aristocracy but large sections of the American
working class as a whole are permeated with white chauvinism.
White chauvinism reflects itself in various forms even in some
sections of the Communist Party itself. Individual comrades and
even some local organizations have yielded occasionally to the
racial prejudices of the white workers and retreated, instead of
waging a courageous struggle against it. (Gary, Detroit, St. Paul,
Harlem). The C. E. C. of the Communist Party of America
stated 1n 1ts resolution of April 30th that “the Party as a
whole has not sufficiently realized the significance of work among
the Negroes and that such work should be considerd not as a special
task of the Negro comrades, but as one of the special revolutionary
tasks ot every communist, of the whole Party.”

It 1s imperative to begin outside and inside the Communist Party
a relentless campaign of self-criticism concerning the work among
Negroes. All signs of white chauvinism must be ruthlessly uprooted
from within the ranks of the Communist Party. In this aggres-
sive fight against white chauvinism, the Party must carry on a
widespread and thorough educational campaign within the Party,
utilizing for this purpose to the fullest possible extent, the Party
schools, the Party press and the public platform to stamp out all
forms of antagonism or even indifference among our white com-
rades towards the Negro work. This educational work should be
conducted simultaneously with broad campaigns to draw the white
workers and the poor white farmers into the struggle for the support
of the demands of the Negro workers and tenant farmers.

Lhe struggle against white chauvinism must be combined with
the struggle for genuine internationalism in the ranks of the work-
ing class and in the ranks of the Communist Party. The Com-
munist Party of America must emphasize in all its campaigns the
solidarity of the white and black workers. In the ranks of the

AMERICAN NEGRO PROBLEMS 13

Communist Party there can be no place for nationalism. The
Communist Party must be the Party of internationalism.

TASKS OF THE COMMUNISTS IN NEGRO WORK

The appearance of a Negro mmdustrial proletariat on a growing
national mass scale makes 1t smperative that the main emphasis of
the Party work should be placed on these new proletarian forces.
The Negro workers must be organized under the leadership of the
Communist Party and drawn into joint struggle, together with the
white workers. The Party must understand how to link up all
racial, national demands of the Negroes with the economic and
political struggles of the workers and poor farmers. Much more
emphasis than before must be laid on the trade-union organization
of the Negroes. The Party must penetrate all existing Negro trade
unions. It 1s a basic task of the Communist Party to organize the
Negroes into trade unions. In all the work of organizing the un-
organized carried on under the leadership of the Communist Party,
we must insist upon the inclusion of Negro workers with white
workers in the newly organized trade unions. In the existing trade
unions, the Party must fight for the admittance of Negro workers.
Where the labor bureaucracy refuses to admit Negroes, it is the
duty of the Communist Party to organize Negro trade unions. At
the same time the principle of one union for each industry, em-
bracing white as well as Negro workers, should be the aim of the
Communist Party.

The importance of trade-union work imposes special tasks upon
the T. U. E. L. The T. U. E. L. has neglected the work among
the Negroes, notwithstanding the fact that these ‘workers are ob-
jectively in a position to play a very big part in carrying through
the programme of organizing the unorganized. Greater contact
must be established between the T. U. E. L. and the Negro masses.
The T. U. E. L. must become the champion of the rights of the
Negroes in the old unions and in the organizing of new unions for
both Negroes and whites, as well as separate Negro unions.

It 1s one of the biggest tasks of the Workers Party to extend its
activities to the “Solid South,” the beginning of which has been
made in the election campaign. ‘The Party was not able to carry
on any work among the Negro farmers and agricultural workers of




