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Description
This grouping of commemorative works focus on the abolition of slavery in countries engaged with the slave trade including England, France, The Netherlands, and Spain. England enacted the Slave Trade Act of 1807, prohibiting the Atlantic slave trade in the British Empire. It did not abolish slavery in its colonies until the 1833 Slavery Abolition Act. France first abolished slavery on February 4, 1794, during the French Revolution. Napolean Bonaparte reinstituted slavery in France's colonies in 1802. Slavery was officially abolished in France with the Decree of the Abolition of Slavery of April 27, 1848. The Netherlands officially abolished slavery in its colonies (Suriname and the Dutch Caribbean) on July 1, 1863, but it was not until July 1, 1873, that enslaved persons were freed from state supervision on plantations. Spain abolished the slave trade in 1817 with a treaty with England, which was not enforced until 1820. However, slavery continued in its colonies. The Spanish National Assembly abolished slavery in Puerto Rico in 1863 and in Cuba in 1886.
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Fers, hommage au General Dumas (Paris, France)
[image: Fers, hommage au General Dumas (Paris, France)]
Made in 2008, the monumental ironwork is dedicated to both the memory of General Thomas-Alexandre Dumas (Davy de La Pailleterie), the first Black general in France and in acknowledgment of the abolition of slavery. The memorial was dedicated on April 4, 2009, with support from UNESCO. The work, which consists of two broken shackles and iron chains, was erected on the site of Alphonse-Emmanuel de Moncel's Monument au Général Dumas (1913) The Vichy regime destroyed this statue in 1942 during the Nazi occupation of France.
Slavernijmonument/National Slavery Monument (Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
[image: Slavernijmonument/National Slavery Monument (Amsterdam, The Netherlands)]
Taken collectively, the elongated bronze figures of enslaved Africans evoke the hull of a ship. An over life-sized woman, her arms outstretched as she arches her body backward, recalls the ship’s prow. The stern of the ship is personified by a number of nude figures, staggering forward, tethered to one another by the shackles around their necks and wrists. The rough-hewn metal texture of the sculptural surface abstracts the individual features of each figure. The memorial commemorates the abolition of slavery in the Netherlands in 1863. 
Gilt of Cain (London, England)
[image: Gilt of Cain (London, England)]
Located near St. Mary Woolnoth Church, where the abolitionist William Wilberforce heard the anti-slavery sermons of the Rev. John Newton, the monument consists of seventeen carved granite columns clustered around a granite podium. The curvilinear forms of the columns recall the growing stems of sugarcane. According to the artists, the position of the columns and podium are meant to suggest a group of people “gathered to listen to a speaker – perhaps the Rev. Newton preaching against slavery, perhaps a trader auctioning his slaves, perhaps William Wilberforce campaigning in front of an audience.” Excerpts from Lemn Sissay's poem, the Gilt of Cain, are inscribed on the work. The words are inscribed in the same typography used in early abolitionist literature printed near the site. 


Clave/Monument to Slavery (Rotterdam, The Netherlands)
[image: Clave/Monument to Slavery (Rotterdam, The Netherlands)]
Four nude figures dance across the abstracted bow of a ship. Each figure strikes a distinct, rhythmic pose even as they are shackled together at the ankle by iron chains. The outer most figure appears to have broken free from this rhythmic chain-gang-- iron chains dangle freely from his right ankle. The work, unveiled on the 150th anniversary of the abolition of slavery in Surinam and the Dutch Antilles, is located along the Maas River in Lloydkwartier, a newly designed neighborhood built in the old port area of Delfshaven. The work’s location and title evoke the Dutch slave trade.
Monumento a la abolición de las esclavitud (Ponce, Puerto Rico)
[image: Monumento a la abolición de las esclavitud (Ponce, Puerto Rico)]
A bronze sculpture of a seminude, formerly enslaved Black man in kneeling position stands at the southernmost point of El Parque de la Abolición (Abolition Park). His hands are open, palms facing upward, with broken manacles hanging from his wrists. The cement base of the monument features a bronze plaque with inscriptions. Behind the figure rises a one-hundred-foot-tall triangular marble obelisk.
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