Some Thoughts on a National (and State) Authority
By Anonymous ( - (A defence against getting lynched ()
I suggest that there should be both National and State Authorities, with powers and duties as follows:
1. It will be the duty of all District Magistrates, Police Commissioners and Home Secretaries to inform the National Authority and relevant State Authority of all information they have about possibilities of deterioration of communal and sectarian relations, and resultant targeted individual and mass violence.

2. On the basis of such information, or information received from any other source, the National and State Authorities will be authorised to bring this to the notice of the relevant state and district authorities, with suggestions for them to take necessary preventive steps. It will be the duty of the state and district authorities to act on their advice and take necessary steps, and also to keep the National and relevant State Authorities informed.
3. In the event of the outbreak of such targeted violence, National and relevant State Authorities will have the power to give directions of timely and effective control of the violence, and for protection and rescue of targeted populations. These directions will be recommendatory. The National and relevant State Authorities will closely monitor the actual actions of state and district authorities.
4. In the aftermath of the violence, the relevant State Authorities will direct the state government to draw up a plan for relief, rehabilitation, compensation, restitution, resettlement and reparation, in consultation with the survivors, and in conformity with the provisions of the CVB. The State Authority will review the plan, and also consult with the survivors, and give directions as it deems necessary. These directions will be binding on the state and district government. The State Authority will also monitor the implementation of this plan. 

5. The state government will be authorised to close down relief camps only after the concurrence of the State Authority.  
6. The state government will be required to get the appointment of the Public Prosecutor by the State Authority.   

7. The state government will be required to inform the State Authority from time to time about the investigation and trials, and consult with it before any decision to close investigations without submitting cases for trials.
8. Any victim survivor, or any person or organisation acting on their behalf, will be authorised to seek redress from the State Authority, if they feel that the state government has failed in its duties under this Act and other laws of the land to prevent targeted violence, protect affected and vulnerable people, to effectively control the violence; to protect victims’ rights and witnesses; to ensure fair and timely investigation and trial; or any other matter. The State Authority will hear the applicant, and the relevant state authorities, and pass an order within 3 months of the application. In the event of the victim being dissatisfied by the order of the State Authority, an appeal would lie with the National Authority, and the decisions of the National Authority will be binding on the State Authority. 
