
N
trialized countries, never by "backward
peasants"—-- is false. Revolutionary up-
heavals in this century came not to indus-
triazlized ocountriesy but to WEimarily
rural, underdeveloped countries such as

China and RussSids During the Spanich
Social Revolution, libertarian communism
was almost entirely realized in the small-
er ' rural areas: Marx hiad Do confidente 1n
the creative revolutionary capacities of

agricultural workers. '"Rural idiocy" was

one of his favorite phrases.  The eXpel=
ience of the authoritarian Bolshevik Revo-

lution demonstrates "“Chdt a revolution
which provokes the resistance of the pea-
sants -« that cannot (oF will not) = aiaie
lish solidarity between urban and rural
workers -- must inevitably degenerate into
a counter-revolutionary dictatorship.

The first bus built in the workshops of the collectivized Generali
Autobus Company.
Collectivization was not, .48 An . Lthe SOVIGE
Union or Cubg, luposed fron dbove,.. Tite
achieved from below by the initiative of
the peasants themselves. Nor dig Lthe
libertardian collectives, lillke & o8l
adopt disastrous measures to force the
pooOr peasant proprietprs Lo joln StAle
farms. On the contrary, the colleatsvar
respected the rights of individual naae
sants who worked the land themselves and
did. not employ wage labor., .relybas s

persuasion and example to convince them to

join the collectives, By and large, this

poligy.smas remarkallly effective =='.80

effective that even when government troops
under control of the Spanish Communist
Party forcibly dismantled several of the
collectives, peasants reorganized them as

sgonas the troops had daft.

A unique characterisfic of the bpaniah
Revolution was the achievement of close
relations between rural and urban workers.
Years of agitation and jeint struggles was

very effective dn coping with abe of the
most crucial problems of every revolution:
good relations between the industrial
proletariat and agricultuval wovkers. The
intermeshing of local, regiondil sand na-

tional federations of peasant collieetives
with the federations of socialized indus-
tries was the culmination of a long pro-
cess which traces back to the latter half
of the 19th century.

In 1892, 21,000 out ef 57,000 Wembene of
the anarcho-syndicalist federation were

agrarian workers. ‘Incipient pedsant 4n=

surrections for the establishment of
"Communismo Libertarie" comtinued up to

the outbreak of the Civil War and Revolu-
tion. An eyewitness account illustrating
the sentiments of the peasants is recalled

by Augustine Souchy. When the Muniesa
collective was established, on the table
lay “a“copy “of Kropotkin'e“ Condic=t e
Bread. One of the members read aloud
extracts from the:book: 'Here at last dis
the new Gospel! Here is written in black
and white how to imstitute well-bejng for
alli"  (With the Peasants of .Aragon)

The collectives eliminated most oF the
parasitic elemente from Tukal LiTe, &id
would have done so altogether if they were

not protected by corrypt efriciale’ and e
political parties, HMdny peagants who did
not ioin the colléctives (the collettli—
vists called them "individualists') bene-
fited indirectly from the lower prices, as

well as from free services rendered by the
collectives (schools, ‘laundries, beautry
parlors, cineties. ELC,),
The Calanda collective operated a barber
shop. giving free haifcute anhd slaves.” "10

prevent hoarding and assure equitable and
just sharing ol goods and Scrvices; the
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official national money was replaced by
vouchers bearing no interest and not nego-
tiable outside the collective. Food was

distributed in quantity and rationed when
in short supply.  Medical . care and medi-
cines were free. there was no rent.
Hougine,  bullding repaire, witery gés,
@leoledelBy wote supplied’ gratis. 'The
village generated its own power from a

waterfall. Pere wan "wo scarcity of
clothing. By arrangement with a Barcelona
textile plant, olive oil was exchanged for
cloth. Garments were distributed in rota-
tion to forty persons daily.

In Graus (Aragon) each family was alloted
& prece @of langd oL Ltas own vee,; be it to
ralse -ehdckénsy «abbitse, . orwhatever.
Seed and fertilizer were provided to grow
vegetables. There was no longer need to
anploy hired laber, nor (as before the
Bevolution) for young pitle. to seek eme

ployment as servants in Catalenia or in
France. The collective made truly remark-
able pyooreft, raidige the stdnddrd of
Lising by fi1fty to.one hundred percent 1in
a few months. When a collectivist wished
to marry he was given a week's holiday
with full pay. The collective's coopera-
tive provided a house completely equipped
gnd Turniclied, K11 the Betrvices of the
collective were available to the collecti-
vist. His rights were respected, and his
obdlgdtions voluntarily assumed. All de-
¢ISTons affecring him and his fellow
workers were democratically made in full
and open assemblies of all the collecti-
MLETS.

(6) COORDINATION OF COLLECTIVES

To coordinate their operations the collec-
tives organized themselves into district
federatians.  The Binefdar (Aragon) dis-
trict federation coordinated the transac-
tlons af 5S¢ colractives,  Haeh colleetive
intformed the digtrict office of SsUrplus
food and supplies, which was exchanged for
products in short supply with other col-
lectives In Aragon andliCatalonia, In case
of need the peasants could call on indus-
trials workers to work im the filields. “'PFor
example, clothing workers helped with the
harvest.

"The Revolution and the War are inseparable."

Each of the 54 district federations affi-
liated to the Peasant Federation of Levant
{capital, Valencia) including a panél of
gpecialists -- ‘technicians, bookkeepers, a

veterimarian, an drchitect, &b ‘agronomist,
g spectalist on commercial relations,
gtary dlmoet ‘all of them members 6f the
CNT. (A similar system was also adopted
by the Aragon Federation of Peasants.)
The 54 district federations coordinated
their operations’ through five regional
tederations’ to” constitute the Peasant
Federation of Levant.' “'This setup assured
efficient distribution and coordination of
services on both'a digtrict and regional
baglg.! (The deéstruétionm df ‘the collec-
tives by the anti-revolutionary groupings
and fascist victory prevented nationwide
ebordinatton,'In fhe regton of Valen-
cia, the center'of the ‘great orange indus-
tEw, - Phie ONT Fel'ldp an 'drgenizetion for
purchasing, packing, and exporting the
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