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TRIDENT=2: Ultimate Threat to Secuzity

Dear Draper Workers:

Are people at Draper generally aware of these facts about

the Trident-2 (D-5) missile, which you have under contract
nEom the Navys: A single Trident-2 submarine, cartying 24

B mitslles, edch with B warheads, will ‘be capable of hitting
i®w separate targets. Each warhead will have an explosive
e Of: 478 Rilotons (about 34 Hiroshimas). This explosive
R, together with the D=5's extreme accuracy (C.E.P.. 350 ft.)
make it a silo-buster par excellence.

gheney (D) Trideht subs ate noW . on order from the Nawvy.
B0t only seven of these. beats, firing simultaneously, could

Take el all 1,398 of the Soviet's hardened milssile siles simul-

Eapencly.  Ang with a flight time of .only 10-15 minutes (firing
from near shore with a flattened trajectory), this weapon is

capgble Of a disarming first strike - and will be so perceived
By e Soviets.. Placed in a Yuse them or lose them" situation,
the Soviets may De tempted to launch their own pre-emptive first

strike, Or they may feel forced to resort to "launch-on-warning"
Ecrhnalogy, plaeing niuclear War of a hair-trigger.  7YThe chance Of

global holocaust will take a quantum leap forward.

thdermining Peoplels Real Security

The Trident will be the most expensive weapon system the U.S.

ilide ever suilt. Estimates of tetsl cost (including Submarines,
Bis=s  Teryofitting, and shore facilities) range from $85.3
billion (Robert Aldrich, former Lockheed missile designer, who

Uit Bis 400 In 1973) to $103.5:billien (Robert "Stan" Norris,
emiErioree ot Sea," Arms Control foday, Sept. '85). Such massive

BrofEs on the public treasury will seal the fate of the rnation's

BOOr o1 the foreseeable future. They wWill condemn milliens To

continued homelessness (now estimated at more than a million

nationwide); hunger (20 million Americans chronically underfed);
and joblessness (the much-touted job-creation benefit of weapons
contracts provides employment for only a relative few skilled in

high technology.)
Sueh distoited budget priorities stand as a moral indictment

B ln=L a natiog which once dedicated itself to freedom and equalitys
Further, they undermine the true national security of the nation,
which depends on a healthy peace-time economy which serves everyone's
leodc - ang benefits all people of eBvery class, Tace, and . e@lor,

(Even defense workers are not well served by these weapons .contracts,
which are unpredictable and can be terminated without compensation
ko those layed off.)
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