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No Forgiveness ‘Directly From God,’ Pope Says
By DON A. SCHANCHE, Times Staff Writer

VATICAN CITY—Rebutting a
belief widely shared by Protestants
and a growing number of Roman
Catholics, Pope John Paul II on
Tuesday dismissed the “wide-
spread idea that one can obtain
forgiveness directly from God” and
exhorted Catholics to confess more
often to their priests.

The pontiff issued a majo
ment calling for “the restoratidg of
a proper sense of sin” in a wo
“shattered to its very foundations’
by evils ranging from social dis-
crimination to nuclear stockpiling.

Officially called an “apostolic
exhortation,” the 138-page papal
document focuses on the sacrament
of reconciliation and penance, in-
formally known as confession—an
obligation of all Catholics that has
increasingly fallen into disuse, es-

pecially in the industrial countries.
Changing life styles, particularly

in advanced countries such as the
United States, have led some
priests to administer “general ab-
solution” of whole congregations
instead of hearing traditional indi-
vidual confessions.

But the Pope warned against
that trend, saying, ‘“This form
cannot become an ordinary one.”
The papal document said general
absolution can be applicable only in

special circumstances or in places
where there is no permanent priest.

“Confession of sins must ordi-
narily be individual and not collec-
tive, just as sin is a deeply personal
matter,” the papal document said.

“The restoration of a proper
sense of sin is the first way of
facing the grave spiritual crisis
looming over man today,” the pon-
tiff wrote, linking many of the evils
of the modern world to sin “in
man’s inmost self.”
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Latin America and other Thi
World areas in defining the
church’s mission to the poor and
downtrodden.

“Class struggle, whoever the
person who leads it or on occasion
seeks to give it a theoretical justifi-

cation, is a social evil,” John Paul
wrote in the new document.

The church formally condemned
Marxist elements of so-called lib-
eration theology in a major pro-
nouncement in September by the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, and the pontiff elaborat-
ed on the theme during visits to
Canada and the Dominican Repub-
lic in September and October.

In the document made public
Tuesday, the Pope added, “Like-
wise, obstinate confrontation be-
tween blocs of nations, between
one nation and another, between
different groups within the same
nation—all this, too, is a social
evil.”

He encouraged “dialogues with
one another for the sake of recon-
ciliation in the midst of the many
conflicts.”

The apostolic exhortation, which
was defined by Cardinal Carlo
Maria Martini of Milan at a press
briefing as an “authoritative papal
statement,” was the outgrowth of a
worldwide conference of Catholic
bishops called by the Pope last year
o study the sacrament of reconcili-

atign and penance. It was issued in
Lat Italian, German, French,
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NOW we beseech you, brethren, by the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and

by our gathering together unto him,
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind,

or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the
day of Christ is at hand.

3 Let no man deceive you by any
CHURCHES JOINED THE ONE- means: for that day shall not come, ex-
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is God.

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself
above all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was
yet with you, I told you these things?

6 And now ye know what withholdeth
that he might be revealed in his time.

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth al-
ready work: only he who now letteth will
let, until he be taken out of the way.

8 And then shall that Wicked be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall de-
stroy with the brightness of his coming:
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