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who addressed SOAR officers and district
coordinators, asking them to “leave no stone

unturned to elect your friends.” Also ham-
mering away at the same theme was USWA
Treasurer James McGeehan who recom-

mended special drives to register seniors
and to mobilize them on election day.

Similarly, USWA Vice President Leon
Lynch, while praising the Democratic
presidential ticket, predicted the outcome
will be victorious but extremely close. Sam
Dawson, USWA’s political action direc-
tor, said efforts will be made to contact

every single USWA member at least eight
times during the campaign. He is hopeful

that at least 70 per-
cent of all USWA
members will cast
ballots in the Nov.
8 election.

A drive to re-

cruit more SOAR
members got con-
siderable atten-
tion both during
the Executive
Board meeting
and at an earlier

District SOAR Coordinators gathering
in Las Vegas. A special facet of the re-

cruitment drive will be to convince lo-
cal unions to sponsor free one-year
memberships in SOAR for each of their
retirees. This was first suggested at the
USWA Canadian National Policy Con-
ference in Vancouver, B.C. in 1987 and
many affiliates in that country are now

awarding such initial memberships to
their pensioners. (The USWA Conven-
tion delegates, in session after the SOAR
confab, approved a resolution urging
local unions to grant complimentary
memberships in SOAR for their
retirees.)

A great array of approaches to boost
SOAR ranks was set forth in an elaborate
notebook designed to encourage retirees to

join up. Among methods suggested are

conversions of existing retiree clubs, ex-

tensive use of pensioner lists being dis-
tributed among the districts and the naming
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MARTHA ABEL, widow of |. W. Abel, first SOAR President and former
USWA top officer, at exhibit above, about life of her late husband
prepared by Penn State University. The eye-catching display was

viewed by delegates to USWA Las Vegas convention. At left is Peter
Gottlieb, university historian. At right, with Mrs. Abel are Frank Giosta,
Dist. 15 SOAR, and Sam Amorose, SOAR board member.

USWA OFFICERS participate in SOAR executive board session,
above, calling on union’s seniors to join the battle to give America
better leadership in Nov. 8 election. In photo above, from the left,
are President Lynn Williams, Vice President (Human Affairs) Leon

Lynch; SOAR President Harry E. Mayfield; SOAR Vice President Ken
O’Neal and SOAR Secretary-Treasurer Walter Klis. In photo at right,
addressing the SOAR group, is James McGeehan, USWA Treasurer.

SOAR Hailed At USWA Convention
Las Vegas, Nev.—Hailing SOAR as the

union’s newest family member, 2,500 del-
egates to the USWA’s 24th Constitutional
Convention unanimously approved a res-

olution pledging full support and encour-

aging local unions to provide first-year
complimentary SOAR memberships to

retirees.
The resolution praised the cooperation

generated between retirees and active
members and pointed to the victorious
battles waged together at Inco and LTV,
calling on both segments to pull together
in the November elections. Also examined
and approved by delegates were several
policy reports giving SOAR fresh impetus.

Harry E. Mayfield, SOAR’s presi-
dent, addressed the convention, prais-
ing USWA leadership—especially Pres.

Lynn Williams—for bridging the gap
between working and pensioned mem-

bers in the union family. He supple-
mented a lengthy report on SOAR
appearing in the Officers’ Report and
legislative gains for retirees listed in a

Legislative Dept. report.

SOAR board members were special
guests at the Convention and greeted del-
egates at their SOAR booth located Just
outside the meeting hall in the Hilton Ho-
tel convention center.

of full-time district coordinators, picked
from among area retirees, to relieve staff
members already over-burdened with re-

sponsibilities. Additionally, SOAR Presi-
dent Harry Mayfield disclosed that several
district directors have agreed to have him
meet with staff members to intensify
membership activity in SOAR.

SOAR Vice President Ken O’Neal rec-

ommended that the SOAR message should
be heard at every area or regional USWA
gathering. SOAR Secretary-Treasurer
Walter Klis touched on the need to sustain
membership growth on a continuing basis,
reporting that, so far, SOAR renewals are

coming in at a satisfactory rate. SOAR Co-
ordinator Marie Malagreca discussed use

of the new SOAR organizational tools dis-
tributed at the meeting.

CHAPEAUXwith SOAR emblem is presented
to Jane Becker, wife of Vice Pres. George
Becker (Administration) for her work among
retirees. Presenting the hat is SOAR Veep Ken
O’Neal. In photo below, former USWA Vice
President John S. Johns gets a SOAR hat from
Administrator Harry Guenther. At left is Wil-
liam Huf, a board member.
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