Upon request, additional
copies of this pamphlet will
be sent to one address with-

out charge.

PRINTED IN

U.S.A.

The Growth of an Idea

VERYBODY says he’s in fa-
vor of freedom. Even the
leaders of communist Russia claim
to be the only real defenders of
true human freedom. Peace and
freedom are their favorite words,
just as the same words are used
constantly by our own leaders.
Yet, freedom of choice in the daily
lives of the people is strait-jack-
eted 1n both the United States and
Russia, and peace describes a pe-
riod of armed truce between ma-
jor wars.

Why? Apparently it’s because
we don’t know what freedom 1s.
We don’t understand the fact that
small-scale compulsions within na-
tions tend to grow into large-scale
violence among nations. The per-
son who desires to impose his will
and viewpoint upon his neighbors
in small ways “for their own
good”” 1s well on his way toward
imposing his ideas upon all peo-
ple 1in large ways, ‘“for the good
of mankind.”

This 1s not a new problem.
Many civilizations in the past have

perished because they didn’t
understand the proper relation-
ships of man to his fellow men
and were thus unable to stop con-
flicts between persons and nations.

Search for Solution

Throughout history, persons 1n
groups or alone have devoted their
efforts to the search for a solu-
tion to this problem of the proper
relationships among persons—and
the part that should be played by
the authority and force of govern-
ment. Yet, few of the answers are
generally known. If they were,
conflict between persons and
groups would soon become a minor
problem.

There have been, and still are,
many persons and groups in the
United States devoting their full
efforts to a study of this problem
of freedom — the problem of indi-
viduality within society. Some
speclalize in one area of it, such
as freedom of speech or freedom
of the press or some other frac-
tion of freedom.




