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he “feminization of poverty” is

a reality whose impact is felt

most keenly in the developing

world: women are the first to be

© thrown out of work when jobs are

lost, the first to go without when

food is scarce.
Consider also that:

+ A third of the world’s households
are headed by women, due chiefly
to divorce or abandonment,
migration by men in search of
work, and war.

» Rural women of the Third World

produce at least half the world’s
food

» Yet nutritional anemia affects half

xpanding people’s opportuni-
ties, fostering their self-suffi-
ciency, and promoting their
participation in decision-making
processes that affect their lives:
these are goals which Oxfam
‘America hopes to accomplish in
every project we fund.

But Oxfam America recognizes

the critical role of women's work
and women's income in the survival
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o are half the world’s population,

* comprise more than a third of the
official labor force,

» perform two-thirds of the world’s
working hours,

o receive a tenth of the world's income,

o and own less than a hundredth of the
world's property.

- W

the women of child-bearing age in
developing countries (compared
with seven percent in developed
countries).

» Four times more malnourished

children are female than male.

« Female life expectancy in 14 of the

world’s poorest countries is less
than 50 years.

W G§ « Two-thirds of the world'silliterates

of poor families, We think working
directly with Third World womeniis
crucial to begin solving many of the
world’s major problems. That's why
nearly one-fifth of the 221 projects
we funded last year focused exclu-
sively on women.
With your help, Oxfam America
can continue to: |
« provide training in riew and tradi-
tional income-generating skills;

- » provide trainiag in accounting,

are women.

Millions of Third World women
are caught in a vicious cycle. Illiter-
ate and without property, they
cannot get training for better jobs,
or bank credit. Yet for their families

to survive, they must work.

" management, and marketing to
make women’s enterprises viable
in the long run;

« improve women'’s access to credit
and to productive assets;

« provide training in literacy, health
care, nutrition;

» promote the organizing of women
and development of leadership
skills so they can voice their
collective rights and concerns.




