A NOTE FOR THE NAC

The acquisition of land by the state for development and commercial projects and activities often forcibly uproots people, compelling them to give up their homes, their assets, their cultural and social roots and their means of livelihood. Forced displacement has been an important reason for the further pauperisation of a large number of poor people, especially tribals. Today it is well known and widely accepted that, in the past, grave injustice has been done to people and communities forcefully displaced by development and commercial projects. And yet, on the ground, the situation remains unaltered in many fundamental ways. The enormous avoidable trauma of the people of the Narmada Valley, of Tehri, and of many other parts of the country, are only the most recent examples of continued state apathy. It has, therefore, become a critical and urgent need to start placing people at the centre of the processes of development. 

This is especially so because, despite more than half a century of planned development in independent India, there is no legally enforceable rational policy on displacement, resettlement and rehabilitation. A recent policy announced by the outgoing central government facilitates displacement more than it secures the rights of the affected people. 

The only law that exists for compulsory acquisitions of land is the colonial Land Acquisition Act. This act gives overwhelming powers to the state to acquire land, but is weak when it comes to safeguarding the livelihoods and other basic rights, including those of survival, of the affected populations.

It is therefore proposed that the National Advisory Council urgently recommend to the Government of India the formulation and adoption of a legally enforceable national policy on land acquisition, displacement and rehabilitation. It is further proposed that the NAC also formulate and communicate to the Government of India the basic principles that need to underlie such a policy, and are in consonance with the letter and spirit of the CMP.

A proposed set of principles is enclosed for discussion.
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