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NB.C. HEADSCORESRG.C.S DOCTRINE
Goodman Urges Elimination

of Fairness Rule on News

By ALBIN KREBS
Julian Goodman, president of

the National Broadcasting Com-
pany, called yesterday for the
outright elimination of the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion’s “Fairness Doctrine”’—the
presentation of contradictory
yviews on controversial issues—
as. a Government standard for
thecoverage of news on televi-
sion and radio.

In the name of that doctrine,
he said, in ‘recent years “the
wall that should always stand
between Government and jour-
nalism has been breached [and])
as a result we have regulated

broadcast news, Government-
controlled broadcast informa-
tion.”

The N.B.C. executive said
that since the F.C.C., at the
urging of T. Clay Whitehead,
director of the Office of Tele-
communications Poiicy at the
White House, is
“deregulation” of radio, the
Fairness Doctrine could be re-
moved there first and thus
make way for its removal from
TV.

Mr. Goodman and executives
at the- other two major net-
works have long expressed un-
easiness over, if not the Fair-
ness Doctrine itself, the way in
which it is sometimes applied
to inhibit the news judgments
of broadcast:journalists.

Responsible Standard
But addressing the Great Is-

sues Forum at the University of
Southern California in Los An-
geles yesterday, Mr. Goodman
was the first network execu-
tive to urge elimination of the
doctrine.

considering

Mr. ‘Goodman said that it
was proper that thé Fairness

. Doctrine should prescribe that
broadcasters present significant
contrasting views on controver-
sial issues, and that was a re-
sponsible standard followed by
journalists. in" broadcasting as
well as the print media.

Although the Faimess Doc-
trine started from a modest
base, Mr.- Goodman said that
base has been extended over
the years by the way the doc-
trine has been applied. Six years
ago the commission received
about 300 Fairness Doctrine
complaints, but in 1971 there
were mare than 1,500.

If the Government continues
to inhibit what broadcast jour-
nalists may report, he added,
the publishers of projected fac-
simile newspapers, delivered
into the home by technology
akin to television, should be
‘worried about Government
control. After all, he said, fac-
simile newspapers will reach
readers over the air waves,
printed out in their homes
through a device that is part
of the TV set.’

__The lifting or softening of
the Fairness Doctrine seems
within the realm of possibility,
at least so far as radio is con-
cerned. The commission had
been considering “deregula-
tion” of -radio for more than
a %{ear. g

she impetus for, radio. “de-
regulation” did‘not come pri-marily from advécates of scrap-
ping the Fairness Doctrine,however, The main reason radio
may have to be deregulated,
one commissioner :has said
privately,  is that .radio has
grown so much that it is “un-
regulatable.” The agency is said
to be.choked with paperwork
in- its" efforts to keep track. of
the programing and commer-
cial activities of radio licensees,which now number almost8,000. :

Mr. Whitehead, President
Nixon’s telecommunications ad-
viser, has taken the position
that “commercial radio should
be recognized as a medium
completely different from tele-
vision” and that “we should
ultimately treat radio as we
now treat magazines.”

Letters.
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my government and all the many
events that have taken place through-
gut our country and many other coun-
tries also. I pray WXUR will stay
an the air.

' Bridgeton, N. J. — We have used
radio many years but in these very,
very important days we find WXUR
the only station that gives any satis-
faction in our lives. It is a wonderful
station and without it the radio would
be silent in this house and car, too.
There is so much rot and slop to hear
dn the radio and see on TV that to
us the value of WXUR goes up, up,and we hope we can keep it until
Jesus comes, and that is my prayer.

|
| Philadelphia, Pa. — 1 do hope Sta-
tion WXUR will stay on the air. I

}lo get so much spiritual guidance
rom those programs, from all of

them. Will be praying for them to
fontinue.
|

Media, Pa. — 1 would just like toIl you that me and our club of 16-.Ii’_’ years olders listen all the time, andT'c’re not jiving you either. Good job.

CBS Official Asks
Full Radio Freedom

Dr. Carl Meclntire is constantly
charging that the Federal Communi-
cations Commission has devised a
formula for the removing of the Gos.-
pel from the radio and that the FCC
has become a tool of the National
Council of Churches.

The vice-chairman of the board of
CBS, Mr. Frank Stanton, now sug-
gests that the FCC select a few sta-
tions and experiment in giving them :

freedom such as the press enjoys.
The New York Times, November 3,
1972, carried a front-page story, “FCC
is Reducing the Government Role in
Broadcasting,” but the changes re-
ported were mostly minor and techni-
cal. Mr. Dean Burch, chairman of the
FCC, indicated that the Commission’s

Media, Pa. — 1 am a new listener.
['m seventeen and love it. I thank
the Lord for your terrific radio show
[ Witness for God, on WXUR]. ['ve
lived in Media all my life, and I have
never heard such a terrific program.
Here is a small token of my apprecia-
tion.

22

action could come as a great disap-
pointment to those who were expec-
ing “abrogation of the Fairness Doc-
trine.” The New York Times quoted
the Rev, Everett C. Parker, director
of the office of communications of the
United Church of Christ, and spokes-
man of the National Council of
Churches, has said that his group will
fight any impairment of the Fairness
Doctrine. In the providence of God
he is exposed as determined to keep
the weapon which he and his associ-
ates have used against WXUR and
Station KAYE of Puyallup, Wash.®

Scriptures that refer to the chang-

Daniel 4:35: “And he doeth accord- .

ing to his will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabit- :

ants of the earth: and none can
stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou?”

Proverbs 21:1: “The king’s heart is
in the hand of the :Lord, as the
rivers of water: he turneth it
withersoever he will.”
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(Reproduced from the Washington, D.C,,
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Mclntire Gets
Judicial Blast
On Station Bid

By BAKRY KALB
Star-News Staff Writer

The U.S. Court of Appeals,
'in an opinion unusual in its
length and the severity of its
denunciations, has upheld the
denial of a broadcasting li-
cense to an organization asso-

ciated with the Rev. Carl Mec-
Intire.

The organization, Brandy-
wine-Main Line Radio, Inc.,
was variously accused of “‘val-
ueless verbiage,”’ of acting
with “more brazen bravado
than brains” and of ‘“abusing
those who dared differ with its
viewpoints.”

Mcintire himself was ac-
cused by Judge Edward A.
Tamm in the 92-page ruling of
making ‘‘incantations’ which
amount to ‘‘childish prattle.”

Mclintire, an extreme right-
winger, is best known in
Washington for leading a num-~
ber of demonstrations here
calling for an undiluted mili-
tary victory in Vietnam.

‘Group of Recalcitrants’

Judge J. Skelly Wright
wrote a short concurring opin-
jon, and Chief Judge David L.
Bazelon noted that he intends
to file a concurrence at a later
date.

Brandywine was
by the Faith Theologgcal Semi-
nary, of which Mclntire was
chairman of the board of
directors, in 1964.

Brandywine operated
WXUR radio in Media, Pa,,
but in 1964 suffered financial
difficulties and decided to sell
its assets. Station WVCH, lo-
cated in neighboring Cpester,
had simultaneously decided to
cancel McIntire’s 20th Century
Reformation Hour, and Mc-
Intire, looking for a new out-
let, suggested the purchase of
Brandywine.

Sternly Warned
There was much opposition

to the acquistion, but the com-
mission eventually granted the
license, taking note of the op-
position and sternly warning
Mclntire’s group of its re-

sponsibilities to allow all sides
of an issue to be aired.

MclIntire’s group promised it
would provide balanced pro-
gramming, and went so far as
to provide a list of programs it
planned to alr.

But between the granting of
the license in April 1965, and
the time for renewal applica-
tion in August 1966, the FCC
and the court agreed, the sta-
tion refused to allow any oppo-
sition to its views to be aired,
and put on programs differin
substantially from those it ha
promised to schedule.

At renewal time, the ownrers
were again challenged, and an
FCC hearing examiner again
granted the license. But the
commission reversed the ex-
aminer’s decision, and Mec-
Intire’s group appealed.

( Photographically reproduced from the Santa Ana,
Calif., Register, October 24 1972)

FCC Vs. Free Speech
Carl McIntire is a radio

evangelist with a brand of
pf'eachmg that doesn’t tarry
in the upper atmosphere of
theological doctrine, but gets
down to the here and now. He
tolls what the Bible says
about how individuals and
their government ought to
aet. That gets into such sub-
jeets as patriotism, laws, and
alleged subversion practiced
by wearers of the cloth.

‘His message is popular with
some, unpopular with others.
Nobody complains that it is
dull. At one point in his color-
ful career, through Faith The-
ological Seminary in Pennsyl-
vania, McIntire acquired use

‘of ‘a radio station, WXUR,
through which he aired his
viewpoint along with that of
opponents. These broadcasts
were not popular with the
Greater Philadelphia Council
of Churches.

|

That body complained to
the Federal Communications
Commission which appointed
an- examiner to investigate
WXUR practices. The exam-

iner gathered evidence for 14
months. The examiner’s ulti-
mate conclusion was that
WXUR had “performed what
would normally be considered
a wholesome service.”

To stop WXUR broadcasts,
the examiner said, ‘‘could
only have the consequence of
admonishing broadcasters ev-

erywhere that they would act

at their peril in allowing ro-

bust discussion.”
;

Putting WXUR off the air,
the FCC’s man said, “could
very conceivably result in si-
lencing all controversial dis-
cussion on American radio
and television. Or, as an al-
ternative, it could mean that
discassion would henceforth
be a diluted parlor chat in
which such restraint was ex-

ercised that the outcome
would be insufferably dull and
totally unenlightening.”

That might have been the
end of the case, but it wasn’t.
Contrary to the examiner’s
estimate of the evidence, the
Federal Communications
Commission voted to kill the
station. FCC chairman Dean
Burch led the execution par-
ty. He is president Nixon’s
“conservative” appointee to
the commission.

Currently, Meclntire and
WXUR are appealing through
the courts, but have-lost the
first round at the district lev-
el. Since the appellate courts
tend to be more directly un-
der the observation of the
executive branch than are the
district courts, the prospect
ahead is not bright. Fortun-
ately, the McIntire-WXUR
case is sufficiently document-
ed and publicized that even
liberals will be able to recog-
nize the danger in the heavy
hand of political government.
After all, the victim could
have been one of their own.

Letters.
Salem, N. J. — I want to tell you

that WXUR is the only station I ever
I have six radios — some arehear.

WXUR: 1962 —?

1962 — WXUR was first licensed.
1964, October 16 —Faith Seminary applied to FCC for transfer

very old, but all work, and two are
FM stereo sets. I love hymns and
the Word of God and WXUR is the
only station you hear it on. The other
stations are rotten. I have listened to
Dr. MclIntire for years. I like him
very much. He is for God and that
is what we should have in America. I
hope you will give him back the li-
cense. He has done no wrong. There
should be more men like him.

of license.
1965, March — FCC approved license.
1965, April 29 — Faith Seminary took control of WXUR.
1967, October 2 — Hearings began.
1968, June 26 — Hearings ended.
1968, December 13 — Examiner’s decision rendered in favor of

WXUR.
1970, July 2 — FCC reverses their Examiner’s decision.
1972, September 25 — U. S. Circuit Court decision in Washington


