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@ WATER RIGHTS

The 9,000 member White Mountain Apache tribe 1S
fichting the state of Arizona to preserve 1ts precarious access
to water. The state claims that it has the authority to determine
the tribe’s water rights to the Salt River, but William Veeder,
attorney for the Apache claims: “What is being practiced here
1s genocide... The magnitude of the outrage can’t be compre-
hended unless you contemplate desert land without water.”
The Apache suit argues that the state of Arizona has no
authority over their access to water, and also challenges a
(cderal declaration abandoning title to 14,000 acres which the
tribe argues was mistakenly omitted from a survey of the
White Mountain reservation in 13387.

The tribe 1s also accusing the BIA of mismanaging the
tribe’s water resources for the purpose of increasing water

availability to federal reclamation projects. Furthermore, the -

Departments of Justice and the Interior, of which the BIA 1s a
branch, have been representing the tribe in court despite the
trib¢’s objections.

@ INDIAN ALLIANCE
FORMED TO ADDRESS

CONGRESS

A new alliance of Indian groups has been forged under
the name Alliance of American Indian Leaders. The goal of
the organization 1s to strive for recognition by Washington and
other world governments of the constitutional rights of Native
[ndian people as sovereign nations. Roger Jourdain, chairman
of the Red Lake Band of Chippewas, and Wendell Chino,
president of the Mescalero Apache Nation, have been named
as the group’s founders.

At a recent conference in Rapid City, South Dakota, the
pair offered a five-point program to the AAIL that called for
the following: oversight committee hearings in the Senate and
House on the sovereign status of Indian nations; concurrent
resolutions in the Senate and House that recognize the correct
constitutional relationship of the federal government to the
tribes; the establishment of a congressional seat for a non-
voting American Indian representative to be elected by mem-
bers of the Indian tribes; election of the BIA to presidential
cabinet level position; and the reduction of layers of bureau-
cracy in the administration of federal Indian affairs. All five
points were adopted by the AAIL.

“We want our voice heard in Congress,” said Jourdain.
“We want our voice heard by Indians and non-Indians alike.”
Chino pointed out: “President Reagan gave his State of the
Union speech on television to the American people, but
nowhere in it did he speak for the Native American people.”

The AAIL will bring its campaign to the public during
the next several months, beginning with an international
symposium planned to be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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on October 1, 1987. The symposium, entitled “In Search of a
More Perfect Union: Native Americans and the U.S. Constitu-
tion,” intends to “bring factual information about the very
fundamental aspects of Indian tribes’ relationships to the fed-
eral government into the public arena on a nationnwide scale
for the first time,” according to AAIL program director
Melanie Oliviero.
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ECONOMIC STATUS

UNEMPLOYMENT

(Unless otherwise noted, unemployment figures only represent those able

to work and seeking employment. Those too discouraged to look for work
are not included.)

Comparison of 1980 to 1986
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