light of God’s countenance is then hid from us, that
peace which passes all understanding 1s no longer
our portion. Instead, darkness and doubts possess
the heart, the rod of divine chastisement falls
heavily upon us, our prayers remain unanswered,
relish for the Word 1s gone. .

We cannot enjoy conscious communion with
Him unless we walk worthily of the Lord. We can-
not have the comfort of His presence 1in every
company or in all conditions. If we consort with
the ungodly, the Lord is grieved and will evince
His displeasure. If we turn to the pleasures of this
world for satisfaction, His smile will be withheld
from us. If we indulge the lusts of the flesh, Le
will say to us as He said to His people of old,
“Your iniquities have separated between you and
your God’’ (Isa.59:2). The one who has Christ’s
commandments and keeps them proves his love to
Him. To this one He says, ‘‘I will love him, and
manifest myself to him.’” And again, ‘‘If a man love

me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love
him, and make our abode with him’’ (John 14:21,23).
The Christian has been called to the fellow-
ship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (I Cor.
1:9). What an inestimable favor! How highly it
should be valued, how tenderly cherished! The root:
idea of fellowship is partnership—one having some-
thing in common with another. In wondrous love and
amazing condescension the Lord Jesus deigned to
make the interests of His people lHis own. That
was unspeakable crace on His part, and what does
it call for from us? Surely that deepest gratitude
should now make His interest ours. We should exer-
cise the utmost circumspection i1n avoiding every-
thing that injure His interests; we should now exert

ourselves to the utmost in promoting the honor of
His name on earth. ‘‘Love so amazing, so divine,

demands my love, my life, my all!”” What shall I
render to the Lord for all His benefits but to earn-
estly endeavor to walk worthily of Him.

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
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