Comrades,

                    Let me share some good news. 

Minutes of Meeting with the Prime Minister at 7 Race Course Road, New Delhi 

on 19th January 2005

Present for Meeting.

Prime Minister - Dr. Manmohan Singh

Minister of Environment & Forests, Mr. Raja

Minister of State for PMO - Prithviraj Chavan

V. Chaiperson of Planning Commission - Montek Singh Ahluwalia

Cabinet Secretary - Mr. Chaturvedi

Principal Secretary to PM - Mr. Nair

National Security Advisor - Mr. Narayanan

Chairperson of Inter-Sectoral Comm. on Tribal Devl. (Plg. Comm)- Dr. B.

Mungekar

Secretary - MoEF - Mr. P Ghosh

Secretary - MoTA - Ms. J. Rao

Secretary - Planning Commission - Mr. R. Shah

Secretary - Panchayati Raj - Mr. W. Habibullah

Secretary - Rural Development

Jt. Secretary to PM - Mr. Gopalakrishnan

Addl. Secretary MoEF - Mr. N. Joshi

Secretary - Mr. R. L. Meena

Secretary - Mr. R. Chandramohan

Secretary - Mr. J. Krishnan

Special Invitee - Mr. Pradip Prabhu

The Prime Minister initiated the discussions with two succinct sentences.

"We must endeavour  that the livelihoods of tribal communities and forest

dwellers are safeguarded. At the same time we must ensure that the survival

resources of this planet are adequately preserved.

A summary of the decisions

·          Prime Minister Decides to Place Legislation in next Parliament

Session 

'Recognizing Rights of Tribals and Forest Dwellers'

·          Ministry of Tribal Affairs to take Responsibility to Frame

Legislation

·          Draft Legislation to be placed before Cabinet on 20th February

·          Technical Resource Committee to Frame Legislation to include

Representatives of Campaign

·          Draft Law presented by Campaign to be considered by MoTA 

·          The Recognition of Rights to be integrated with involvement of tribal

& forest communities in afforestation cum regeneration of degraded areas

with 'livelhood' supportive trees

·          MoEF to Take Responsibility to Take Harish Salve in confidence on

Legislation & Afforestation cum Regeneration Program

Please Note that this Report is my notes of the meeting and the discussion. It

is Strictly for Private Circulation for Members of the Campaign. Passing on any

part of the minutes to the press or declaring them in Public Meetings could

seriously jeopardize the process that we have embarked on. I earnestly hope you

will respect this request.

Pradip prabhu

