psychotherapyv’ does incaiculaple harm to thousands of
men and women~ (pp. 8+-36).

Dr. Robert Kronemeyer, in his 1880 book, Over-
coming Homosexuality: “For those homosexuals who

are unhappy with their life and [ind eftective therapy, it

1s ‘curable.™

“The homosexuai'srealenemyis... hisignorance of

the possibility that he can be helped,” says Dr. Edmund

Bergier in his book. Homosexuality: Disease or Way of

Life?*

“Ihe major challenge in treauing homosexuality

from the point of view of the patieat’s res; stance has. Jf

1

course. peen the misconce uon that the disoraer :s

innate Or incora.” writes Dr Charies Socarices in nis

text, “Hemeoesexualitv,” in the American Handaboor of
Psvchaiatry.’

Here is what Dr. [rving Bieber and nis coileagues
conciude: “The therapeutic results cf ourstuay provide
reason for an optimistic outlcok. Many homosexuals
became exclusively heterosexualin psvcheanalytic treat-
ment. Although this change may be more easily accom-
plished by some than others, in our judgment, a hetero-
sexual shift is a possibility for all homoesexuals who are
strongly motivated to change.”

Bieber states 17 years later: “We have foilowed
some patients for as long ten years who have remained
exclusively heterosexu 1al.”’

Dr. Lawrence J. Hartterer savs in Changing Homo-
sexcuality in the Male: *I've heard of hundreas of other
men who went from a homosexual to a netercsexual
‘adjustment on their own” (p. 138).

Even Masters and Johnson repcrt in their 1879
bock, Homosexuality in Perspective, that the success rate
in 81 gays desiring reorientation (aiter a six-year fol-
low-up), is 71.5% (p. 402).

“No lenger shouid the qualified psvchotherapist
avoid the responsibility of either accepting the home-
sexual client treatment or referring him or her to an
acceptabie treatment source” (p. 251).

(ﬁ

23. “Homosexuality is no longer considered
a mental disorder.”

The gay community claimec a great viclory wnen
they ’pre"-r.fauef'1 upcn the American Psychiatric Assccia-
tion (APA) to remove hemesexuality from the DSM-I],
its lisdng of psychoicgical disorders.

This highly conroversial action seems to iy in the

face of the evidencs of anv common-sense definition of

psvchclogical well-being. Comnsider the following:

* Hcmosexual men are six times more likely to have

attempted suicide tian hererosexual men.?

Studies incicate that becween 25% ana 33% of
hemese~ual —en and weomen are alconolics.” com-
cared to a 7% Jgure for the genenal copulatien.*
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Statistics give evidence of widespread sexual com-
pulsion among homosexual men. A major Kinsev
study revealed that 43% of the homosexual men
surveyed estimated that they nad had sex with 500
or more partners; 28% with 1,000 or more part-
ners.'" Either the APA is ignorant of what homo-
sexuality entails for vast numbers of men, or their
view of healthv sexuality indicates a serious disor-
der among members of the APA.
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e The same Kinsev stucy revealed that h .omcse:{uai
men have to a great extent separated sex
relationsnip. 1ne survev shcwed ;G ";:. Of the re-
spondents saving that over haif cof their sexuai

grss Seventy ' percent said that

exuai partners were ceople with
who m they had sex oniy once.* Sure*v this is an

indication oi either deep d*qsatisfac:on, or else
terribly destructive hedonism.
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We do need to address the statement that the
difficuldes sutferecd Dv homoesexuals are ail a resuit of
society’s prejudice and unwillingness to support stabie
gay IEE.athIlSulIJS.. We can address this on several
DClnLs:

e In areas where there is the greatest accepiance cf
homosexualitv (San F*"nc;ccs West Hollyweca,
New York Ci tv\ the detrrimental effecss don't de-
crease; ‘.'.rley Increase.

e COver the past 20 vears. there has been a great
increase in the acceptance of homosexualiity, but
during the same period. there has teen a huge
increase in homesexual suifering due to disease
and other fac:ors.

. For many years. societv did aot condone hererc-
sexual sexual invoilvement outside of m ITiage. AS
lar as we know, this aic nct ferce the'peorie so

inclinec into greater sexual premiscuity, higher

rates of alconolism. suicice. anc disease.

Disgorzoment with the AP 4
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Acditionally, manv thempisis disagree va_[h vl

1073 APA ruling that dr crred homose ‘-'"auw irom its
st r:svc....mcglr:::. gisorcers. Why?

Cver 75 vears ot stcncmalvuc knowiedge uncer-
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iscrder was dlsregame:i.
uality as a disorger werz
peintedly left off the \4.1c:on.;l nstitute of Mental Seaith
tasx force studving this issue. Others were silencec or
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