
psychotherapyv’ does incaiculable harm to thousands of
men and women” (pp. 84-36).

Dr. Robert Kronemeyer, in his 1980 bcok, Over-
coming Homosexuality: “For those homosexuals who
are unhappy with their life and find effective therapy, it
is ‘curable.™

“The homosexual'srealenemy is... hisignorance of
the possibility that he can be helpea, says Dr. Edmund
Bergler in his book. Homosexuality: Disease or Way of
Life?*

“The major
from the poin

challenge in trenting homoscv"ality
t of view of the patien i

course. the misconception
innate cr incorn.” es Bir. ocarides in his
text. “Homosexuaiity;” in the Amencan Handbook of
Psvchiatry.’

Here is what Dr. [rving Bieber and his coileagues
conclude: “The therapeutic results cf our study provide
reason for an optimistic outlcok. Many homosexuals
became exclusively heterosexualin psvchoanalytc treat-

ment. Although this change may be more easily accom-

plished by some than others, in our judgment, a hetero-
sexual shift is a possibility for all homesexuals who are

strongly motivated to change.”
Bieber states 17 years later: “We have followed

some patients for as long ten years who have remained
exclusively heterosexual.””

Dr. Lawrence ]. Hatterer says in Changing Homo-
sexuality in the Male: *I've heard of hundreds of other
men who went from a homosexual to a hetercsexual

‘adjustment on their own” (p. 138).
Even Masters and Johnson repert in their 1979

book, Homosexuality in Perspective, that the success rate

in 81 gays desiring reorientadcn (after a six-year fol-
low-up), is 71.5% (p. 402).

“No lenger shouid the qualified psychotherapist
avoid the responsibiliry of either accepting the home-
sexual client treatment or referring him or her to an

acceptabie treatment source” (p. 251).
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#3. “Homosexuality is no longer considered
a mental disorder.”

The gay community clairmed a great victory when
they prevauea upcn the American Psychiatric Assccia-
tion (APA) to remove hemesexuality from the DSM-iI,
its listing of psychological disorders.

This highly concroversial acticn seems to fly in the
face of the evidence of any common-sense definition of
psychclogical well-oeing. Comnsider the foilowing:

are six times more ‘IKE‘Vto have
3

Ecmosexual men:

attempted suicide than hecerosexualmen

;mci o

nolics.
Studies indicatz thatbecween 25
hemesexual men and women are aleo
parectod %

S om0 ot
°

com-

gure for the general populaticn.™

Statistics give evidence of widespread sexual com-

pulsion among homosexual men. A major Kinsey
studv revealed that 43% of the homosexua! men

surveyed estimated that theyhad had sex with 500
or more partners; 28% with 1,000 or more part-,
ners.'! Either theAPA is 1gnorant of what home-
sexuality entails for vast numbers of men, or their
view of healthv sexuality indicates a serious disor-
der among members of the APA.

The same Kinsev stucyrevealed thathomosexuali
men have to a great extent separated sex

reiaton,um.
:

7ev showed T’,CC
over ‘haif of :heir X

Sévenipercasit Sa

uaj partners were peopie with
sex oniy once.** Sureiy thisis an

indication of either deen dissatisfaction, or else
terribly destructve hedonism.
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We do need to address the statement that the
difficulties suffered by homesexuals are ail a resuit of
society’s prejudice and unwiilingness to support stable
gay relationships. We can address this on several
roints:

In areas where there is the greatest acceptance cf
homosexuality (Ca” Francisco, West r‘.odwvccc
New York City), the detrimental effects don't de-
crease; they increase.

Cver the past 20 vears. there hasb
increase in the acceptance ofhomosex

during the same period. there has be°:1 a

increase in homesexual suffering du
and cotherfactors.

ceen a great
ualityVe, but

For many years. soc‘> v did not condone hererc-
se*’um sexual invoiveme=toutside of marriage. As
far 1‘5 we knew,this did not force the peorieso

inclinec into gre::e' sexual premiscuity, h*zne—
rates of alconolism. suicice, and disease.

Disagreement with the 424

Additonally, many themapists disagr
1973 APA ruling that drerred homosexualicy f

list of psychological discrders. Why?
;

Cver 75 years of*chncnnalvuc knowiedge under
coring hcmosexuality as a discrder was dBtE"flL\.‘E“
:x:_er' who viewed homosexuality as a disorder werz

pcintefl'lv‘ef:cfftnc Nationa!Institute of MentalBeaith
task forcestudyingthisissue. Cthers were silencec or

distegarced.
disfuptng ni-
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