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Chapter 2 

1. Is there any regulation being considered to govern the interaction between states regarding sharing of common water resources, especially given the well known disputes that occur in this regard ?

Chapter 3  

1. Are there statistics available for the number of people living in slums who are deprived of access to safe, potable water, especially in cities like Mumbai. The right to safe drinking water should be made a fundamental right, which is granted to every citizen irrespective of the legality of their dwelling (as in the case of slums). It could be argued that such an arrangement would amount to giving incentive for an illegal activity, but given the ground reality of the situation (slums do exist!) and the health care costs associated with unsafe water, it would be unwise to adopt such a policy.

Chapter 4

1. There is a misleading statistic stating that budget for water and sanitation has been INCREASED from 1.28% to 1.23%. The intent was probably to refer to the absolute amounts, but it is inappropriate to term that as an increase.

Chapter 6

1. There are lots of factors that have been identified as problems in existing central reform schemes, but admittance to failure or inefficiency is of no use if there is no attempt to rectify those shortcomings.

Chapter 9

1. There needs to be ground water regulations to monitor its use. Personal borewells that are frequently used by the affluent pose an unfair and unnecessary threat to the existing ground water resources. Moreover, the ULBs do not get any revenue from such use. This HAS to be prevented.

Annexure V:

Some of the reforms are suspiciously favorable to private property builders. E.g streamlining the approval process for construction of buildings, development sites etc.

General Comments:

Urban water supply issues have to be approached as a part of a larger, all-encompassing strategy for urban development. There need to be strict legislation and guidelines that need to be adhered to while approving new construction plans in urban areas, to ensure that the existing water bodies and infrastructure can handle the new demand for water and sanitation.

