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DEBATE ON THE ARAB REFUGEE PRCBLEM
GENERAL ASSEMBLY = SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE

(Each year the United Nations Works and Relief Agency == UNRWA == comes3 ur-
der review by the Special Political Committoe of the U.N.'s General Asssp~
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ard counter-charges. The record of the ZIVUh General Assembly discussions

TSRS O b Tags . R et Vi Wi el g IO e LT [ e

of this controversial issue took om a gpeclal intensity as UNRWA was ori-
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ginally scheduled jg:g__terminate 1ts activities in June, 1960. )

Novemcer 10 = Dr. John H, Devis, UNRWA director, appearing before the Gen-
"eral-kz;;e;bif Special Political Committee, said that assistance for the Arab
refugeecs would be neseded for s decade or more. Ho indicated that work for
at least two-thirdts of the nearly 1,000,000 refugees could not be found In
the countries where they are now mainly concentrated, in Jordan, Lebanon
and ngypte The UNRWA head did not specify which ccuntries in the area
could (or should) provide permanent livelihoecds for the refugees. Drs Da-
vis end Secretary General Dag Hammersgkjold, who also spoke to the Committes,
urged that the work of UNRWA be continued, in the latter's words, '"for all

the time and to all the extent necesgary."

November 1l = Ahmed Shukeiry, permanent delegate of Saudi Arabia to the
U«Nao, doclared that the Palestine Arab refugees would resort to arms unless
they were restored to their former homes == in which event they would have

the support of 80 million Arabs.

November &2 = Israel's chief delegate to the U.N., licheel Comay, in
his first appearance as successor ©o Abba Eban, said that his government
was ready "to sit down earnestly and with humility" with Arab representa-
tlves, inside or outside the U.N., to r.cgotiate a settlemert of the problcm,
He repeated Israel's opposition to any large-scale repatriation of the Pa-
lestine Arabs, who "must be helped to build new lives for themselves among
thelr brethren in the Arab countries." Nr. Shukairy replied that there was
nothing to negotiata as long as Israel declined to repatriate the Arab re-

fugees or tc accept the internationalization of Jerusalem.

November 17 = "We refuse to belleve," the Ceylonese delegate, Mr. G.P.
Malelegokara gald, es the Arab-israel debate continued, "that responsible
Statesmen will reject out-of-hend any alternative whatsoever to the solu-
“lon proposed by them, that they will insist unyleldingly and adamantly
hat there is only one solutiocn and none other, " Pointing to the need
Jor an Arab-Igarasl compromise, he noted that there was "room for discussion
and negotiation." Mr. Malalasekara urged both sides to refrain from fight-
ing the Arab-Israel war over again in the councils of the U.N.

November 20 = QCalling for a "construective" approach, the U.S. alter-
na,‘te.dolegate, Dr, Virgll Hancher, told the members of the Special Political
Jormittee that relief slone was "mot a satisfactory way to solve the long-

“erm problems of the Arab refugees." He announced further that the U.S.
would support eny suggestion, whether related to the Palestine Coneilia-
iilon Commlission or not, that might help resolve the impasse., The Pales~-

tine Gaonelliation Commission was formed in 1948 with the participation of
e U.S«, France and Turkey to reach a basic settlement of Areb-Tereel ig-

2198. It has been inactive for scme years,)

Jovembsr 26 — ) new s“ege—by-gtaze propogal for a solution ..f the Arab




