Smt.Sonia Gandhiji,
                                                                                       
 9th August 2010
       Chair Person , National Advisory Council,

Dear  Madam,

Sub: Eradication of Manual Scavenging by 2010
India still carries the shame of the existence of manual scavenging; many thousands of dalits continue to clear and dispose human excreta from dry latrines using ash, tin plates and baskets with bare hands. It is a shame that the dry latrines are owned  either by private households or government bodies and departments.  

We, the Safai Karamchari Andolan have been engaged in a protracted struggle since 1993 to eliminate manual scavenging and to reclaim our dignity and human personhood. We have been employing different strategies in our campaign since 1996: taking surveys to identify dry latrines, users and those forced into manual scavenging, filing petitions and complaints with government officials at different levels, educating and sensitising the civil society especially dry latrine users, filing of public interest litigation in the supreme court and networking with individuals, media and civil society organisations to form solidarity and pressure groups. Safai Karamchari Andolan has substantial evidence of the prevalence of manual scavenging in at least 15 states of India.

We filed a PIL in Supreme Court in 2003 along with 18 other organizations and individuals in which we named the state governments, Central govt ministries and departments as respondents.  Till date there have been 21 hearings in Supreme court in which, all the respondents have filed counter affidavits with false information of ‘nil’ manual scavenging in their jurisdictions. However, SKA has been able to keep this case alive by providing counter affidavits with facts and figures of evidence of manual scavenging from across the country at every hearing.  Consequently the Supreme Court is continuing to monitor the status of manual scavenging and demanding from the governments and their departments for time bound measures to eliminate manual scavenging. The process over the last few years has built up tremendous pressure on the government to implement the 'Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act 1993, and to liberate Dalits from the caste based discrimination, atrocity and violence of manual scavenging.  All of this opened a vision of a manual scavenging -free India by December 2010. 

In fact the government of India itself had committed itself to the eradication of manual scavenging  and had set several deadlines, the latest being  March 2010. It seems to us that it is unlikely that the government would make serious efforts to eradicate this inhuman practice in the foreseeable future .  This issue concerns the human dignity of millions of Dalits in the country, most of them being women. We therefore seek the National Advisory Council which is the highest policy advisor to the government of India to intervene and ensure the end of manual scavenging.

Thanking You madam,


 Yours Sincerely,

 S.R. Sankaran  

 Bezwada Wilson         Y.Moses                   K Anuradha       
