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well supplied, could stand the endu-
rance test much better than those
who have to depend on payday to
settle the bills that have accumu-
lated since last payday. Of course
we could stretch the point far enough
to conclude that if the workers stay-
ed out on strike long enough to
starve to death the capitalists would
have no other alternative but to go
to work. This, however, doesn’t seem
at all likely.

Another thing we notice, when a
strike is called and the workers stay
out long enough to realize the weak-
ness of this economic action, and
decide to do something drastic about
it, in the form of violence on the
premises, the owners resort to a well
Known and often expressed method
for keeping the strikers in the places.
They use other members of the work-
ing class who are specially trained
for the purpose, to protect their
property and see to it/ that the pick-
ets behave themselves.

Even in a department store strike
we see relays of policemen morning,
noon, and night surround the build-
ing all the time the strike is on. If
some pugnacious picket smashes a

window, or breaks in a door, an offi-
cer takes him in charge and leads
him to a nice quiet jail where he can
reflect on his economic power until
the courthouse is open for business,
and the judge tells the culprit how
many days he would like to have his
company in the custody of the law.

All the minions of the state —

police, bailiffs, guards, judges, sol-
diers, and wardens are part of that
machinery of government that is re-
ferred to in paragraph 6, and are
used for conserving the monopoly of
the wealth taken from the workers
and placed under the definite juris-
dictionn of the capitalists.

Any time the workers make up
their minds to do so they can take
control of the state power by send-
ing representatives to Congress for
that specific purpose. When they do
decide on such action the state
forces may be ‘“converted from an
instrument of oppression into the

agent of emancipation, and the over-
throw of plutocratic privilege.”

J. A. McDONALD

Spoken By A Marine
(REPRINTED BY REQUEST)

“There isn’t a trick in the racketeering
bag that the military gang is blind to. It
has its “finger men” (to point out enemies),
its “muscle men’ (to destroy enemies), its
‘brain guys’ (to plan war preparations),
and a ‘Big Boss’ (supernationalistics capital-
ism).

“It may seem odd for me, a military man

to adopt such a comparison, Truthfulness
compels me to do so. I spent 33 years and
4 months in active military service as a

member of our country’s most agile military
force—the Marine Corps. I served in all
commissioned ranks from a second lieu-
tenant to major-general, And during that
period I spent most of my time being a

high-class muscle man for Big Business, for
Wall Street and for the bankers. In short, I
was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism.

“I suspected I was just a part of a racket
at the time, Now I am sure of it. Like all
members of the military profession, I never

had an original thought until I left the
service. My mental facilities remained in

suspended animation while I obeyed the
orders of the higher-ups. This is typical
with everyone in the military service.

“Thus I helped make Mexico and especi-
ally Tampico safe for American oil interests
in 1914. I helped make Haiti and Cuba a

decent place for the National City Bank

boys to collect revenues in. I helped the

raping of half a dozen Central American
republics for the benefit of Wall Street.
The record of racketeering is long. I helped
purify Nicaragua for the International bank-
ing house of Brown Brothers in 1909-12. I

brought light to the Dominican Republic
for American sugar interests in 1916. In
China in 1927 I helped see to it that the
Standard Oil went its way unmolested.

“During those years, I had, as the boys
in the back room would say, a swell racket.
I was rewarded with honors, medals and

promotions, Looking back on it, I feel that
I might have given Al Capone a few hints.
The best he could do was to operate his
racket in three city districts. I operated on

three continents.”
Major Gen. Smedley D. Butler. USMC,
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