person who hates. Like an unchecked cancer,
hate corrodes the personality and eats away its
vital unity. Hate destroys a man’s sense of values
and his objectivity. It causes him to describe the
beautiful as ugly and the ugly as beautiful, and to
confuse the true with the false and the false with
the true.

Dr. E. Franklin Frazier, in an interesting
essay entitled “The Pathology of Race Prejudice,”
included several examples of white persons who
were normal, amiable, and congenial in their
day-to-day relationships with other white per-
sons, but when they were challenged to think of
Negroes as equals or even to discuss the ques-
tion or racial injustice, they reacted with unbeliev-
able irrationality and an abnormal unbalance.
This happens when hate lingers in our minds.
Psychiatrists report that many of the strange
things that happen in the subconscious, many of
our inner conflicts, are rooted in hate. They say,
“Love or perish.” Modern psychology recognizes
what Jesus taught centuries ago: hate divides the
personality and love in an amazing and inexo-
rable way unites it.

A third reason why we should love our ene-
mies 1s that love is the only force capable of
transforming an enemy into a friend. We never
get rid of an enemy by meeting hate with hate; we
get rid of an enemy by getting rid of enmity. By
its very nature, hate destroys and tears down; by
its very nature, love creates and builds up. Love
transforms with redemptive power.

Lincoln tried love and left for all history a
magnificent drama of reconciliation. When he
was campaigning for the presidency one of his
archenemies was a man named Stanton. For
some reason Stanton hated Lincoln. He used
every ounce of his energy to degrade him in the
eyes of the public. So deep rooted was Stanton’s
hate for Lincoln that he uttered unkind words
about his physical appearance, and sought to
embarrass him at every point with the bitterest

diatribes. But in spite of this Lincoln was elected
President of the United States. Then came the
period when he had to select his cabinet which
would consist of the persons who would be his
most Intimate associates in implementing his
program. He started choosing men here and
there for the various secretaryships. The day
finally came for Lincoln to select a man to fill the
all-important post of Secretary of War. Can you
imagine whom Lincoln chose to fill this post
None other than the man named Stanton. There
was an immediate uproar in the inner circle when
the news began to spread. Adviser after adviser
was heard saying, “Mr. President, you are making
a mistake. Do you know this man Stanton? Are
you familiar with all of the ugly things he said
about you? He 1s your enemy. He will seek to
sabotage your program. Have you thought this
through, Mr. President?” Mr. Lincoln’s answer
was terse and to the point: “Yes, I know Mr.
Stanton. I am aware of all the terrible things he
has said about me. But after looking over the
nation, I find that he is the best man for the job.”
So Stanton became Abraham Lincoln’s Secretary
of War and rendered an invaluable service to his
nation and his President. Not many years later
Lincoln was assassinated. Many laudable things
were said about him. Even today millions of
people still adore him as the greatest of all
Americans. H.G. Wells selected him as one of
the six great men of history. But of all the great
statements made about Abraham Lincoln, the
words of Stanton remain among the greatest.
Standing near the dead body of the man he once
hated, Stanton referred to him as one of the
greatest men that ever lived and said “he now be-
longs to the ages.” If Lincoln had hated Stanton
both men would have gone to their graves as
bitter enemies. But through the power of love
Lincoln transformed an enemy into a friend. It
was this same attitude that made it possible for
Lincoln to speak a kind word about the South
during the Civil War when feeling was most bitter.




