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AmFmbassy RIO DE JANLIRO

AgConsul BELIYM February &, 1970
Federal Police € nfiscste Fetyuory 5th Editd.n of 0 Liberal

Federal Police entered the O Id Building in downtown Lclem
at aproximately 10 a.ms. on Fetruary 5 to prevent further yrinting
and distributicn of the Thursdsy edition of the newspoper which
earried a front page hea 'line article ammounc .ng thet Govermor
Alacid Nunes was of thg opinlon that the crisis between his pgove
croment ond the Comissao Geral de Imvestigagoes had been surmomnted.
Bewspeper cmployees woere herded into the basement sassroon Ly the
police wh. then procecded to remove and dostroy the nlates of the
edition as well as repoving all copies fr.m the remises. Covies
:}mnq - the strect sold out like hotcakes at the inflsted price
2 contose

Almost §.0 weeks 250, the Govermor hed reportedly lecrned that
the Para Comissso Gersl de Investigagoeg (CGI) had been investigae
ting the Accounting Division of the Para Secy.toriat of Vorks and
other executive offices without his knouled e or consent. Damming
the covert acti.n of the local commdssion, the Govermoy held thaet
it did not have the leg:l jurisdiction to do so. Last week he
had harrieily departed for Dracilia and Rio after receiving e
telegram from the Minlst r of Finance requecsting his presence
ostenaibly to discuss finoncial arrangemonts end problems between
Peyra cnd the cemtr:l govermment. He has since goent his time in
Brasilia :nd Rio closcted with v-rious officials including Minister
of Educati n Passsrinho, Minist.r of Justice Buzazid, Vice Fresident
of the Centr:1 (GI Generzl Oscar luia da Silvu and the head of the
Paraense CUI Alr Force Cole. Formando V:lermoe

The mewspaper hecdline would lsad one %0 beliewve the matier had

been resolved in the fovor of the govermor while the article indie
cxtes thot such was not the case (see attached copy)e The gist
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of the article war that the Minmister of Justice, Prof. Alfredo Buzaid,
hdln:‘onedthngwmtbatthoParamCGIwuldconumtocm
out investig:tl ns of state executive offices as before in order to
prepara demunciationg for corrustion and illicit enrichment against public
servonis and that the Pera Uovernor considered ths roblem betwsen his
edminister:ti n and the CGI resclved to his satisfacticn and £avors

Friday®s Belem papers report that the govirmor nlamned o returm to Pers
the next dey and would be going back to Rio after Carnivoll

Soppent

It is not clear ac to who gove the order to ¢ nfiscate the Thursday edition
of ®0 liberal®, Howevcr, indic:ti ns are thut the mislealing front page
beailine® angcred the loc:l air force whose man heads the locsl Cule

Hewspaper owner Romulo Mciorsns spent six hours with the nolice "fazendo
esclaricimentos” over the cases Reportedly, the nolice wantoed to know

from where the news cume. HMalorana said it come from cne of the acencies
inﬁig;dgnaruchnm“ﬂomasﬂnmmattbhegimmgof
the Cl8o

Une can hardly give much credence to the Governorfs statement that he was
wmauare tht the executive btranch was under inwestig-ti n by the Cil, In
all probatility, the remork was prompted by political conedderstions once
Alscid was avare the “CI was uncovering the skeletons in his exscutive
clogete

Balem cnd Perd are sisilar to New Orlewns end Louisians ip thet toth love
& good scundal and, 1f the »umors are to B8 believed, Para and Belem are
in for & good ons. vasinmthgwemleftform&uth,thocit;
has been alive with stories and public officials ete. al. at the Governor's
Prlace have becn tighte=lipred and nervous as have a mmber of ARI'IA state
deputiss. Cptimistie tidbits on the developments in ths talks betwecn the
gove mor and the federal authorities appesred daily in O Iiberel confisming
the special relationship betwesn it and Nunes who has favored pEper over
the othor two major dailies in the city (which by the way have earrisd little
or no uews or cumrent on the metter) and who has received supnort in kind as
the recent headline shows.

The rumors boil down to four besic points, or raybe fouwr ond ons<half.
Pir:tly, 4% 48 held that the governor has $1licitly enriched himscl? and

has beenmwhasé.mhrsetragtsothndonﬂamjo Igland and in the
Paragominas are: of south Pars in the name of his not=knowneto<ba-wsalihy
father«in=law, Abel Figuerido, State Deputy ond Legislature Vice ‘resident.
Secondly, reports have been circulaiing that all si-te publie works projects,
including the new Justice Building and Bank of Amaz.nas ek; sepapery were
awarded on the basis of personal favoritism instesd of by public bid with
the contract going to the lowest bddder. Thixdly, a medber of state
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