SlLalement by tha Clergy of Ramallah. Sat. April 25th 1992
!

We the Clarqgy of Ramelleh wish to make @ public proteat about the followlnql
na

(noldent that took piece on Good Fridsy, Aprdl 24th 1992 at about 6.30 pm.
at ths Oreck Octhodox Church in Ramallah, :

An Ieraeli Pstrol was passing by at the Lime .of the apeciol eervice for Good
Friday. Warehippers were filling the Church and the Church couttyard e€o e

biq crowd had yathered. The soldisre went down the stepe into the church
courtyard and errested a young man for no reason. [This young Man wab dresaed
in Scouts uniform and weo ane of tha ushers to arqgunige paople to church ssats.
The Army eemmud intent on apoiling the spirit of the Easstor Feast which is tha
moet lloly Feast in the Church calendar. .

Many people plesdst with the soldiers to releass the young man. At first thé
0fficer released him but onother eoldier grabbed him at the Chuxch doar. At
thig moment Father Christipher Butroa from the Greak Catholic Church and
Father Samuel Fenous from the Eplecopal Church arrived to take part in the t
gervice. They saw the psople ?caatly dieturbed so Fathar Christipher tried to

speak to the soldiere. Also Father Samue)l apnke in.Hebrew to cxplain that thia
in # very Holy dey for Christisns, One scldier 1ifted hie hand in order to Btrike
rather Chrictipher but the priest grabbed the woldier's hand, Dther aoldier?
prepared to throw ~ambe and even threatenad Lo shoot their guns, There waulmuch
fonfugion and excitement. Lut finally the young men was rslessed and tho army laft.

Howaver, the army returncd at ths end of the church aervice and arrested anbthet
young men. (he Greek Orthodox Farieh Priest Father Gesorpe Makhlouf telked to the

soldiera, advisiny Lhem to leave. Neverthclews, they arrested anothar young
mutr, took him tc an lsolated spot and he was beatan very badly by 12 soldlors.
This wae for no rea=on &t all.

)
We, the Clergy, on behelf ol nll psople in Ramallsh, condemn thim act of |
haregsement end brutality and sppeal to ell decent people of whatever relig%on

to protest this blatant dierespect of a Holy Duy for Christiens.
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AAPHR is an independent, non-political, non-ethnic, non-profit tax exempt
aducational corporation serving as an information clearinghouse.

Our staff is unpaid, but we do have expenses - printing, postage, and other customary office expenses. Tax
deductible donations enable us to publish these Bulletins. And get them to Congress. Please contribute!

The clergy of Ramallah asked that you protest. will you? You can do so easily,
quickly, and effectively by calling:

| White House 202-456-1111 State Department 202-647-63795
Your Senators 202-224-3121 Your Representative 202-225-3121




