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version.” Banfield’s insights under-
score the fact that poverty is basi-

cally rooted in a state of mind rather

than 1n external circumstances.

The Work Ethic

It 1s intriguing to study modern
history and notice how nations such
as the United States, Canada, En-
gland, Germany, the Scandinavian
countries, and Switzerland, which
were significantly affected by the
Protestant Reformation, have en-
joyed great economic prosperity.
Many factors were at work, of course,
but nevertheless the sense of per-
sonal responsibility encouraged by
the Reformation gospel was a pow-
erful stimulus to economic improve-
ment.

One of the ironies of the modern
world 1s that the “Protestant work
ethic” seems best exemplified in non-
Christian states such as Japan, Sin-
gapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and
Hong Kong. Insofar as these new in-
dustrial giants of Asia have applied
the biblical work ethic they have en-
joyed remarkable economic prosper-
1ty. This 1s no confirmation of a doc-

trine of “salvation by works,” but of

the simple principle that God can
grant temporal blessing to righteous
behavior wherever it may be found.

When Kim Kyang Won, secretary
general to South Korea’s president,
was asked about the reasons for his
country’s progress, he replied, “It’s
the culture of discipline and post-

poning immediate satisfaction for the
future—even for posterity.”'* Such
character traits have encouraged a
national investment rate of 25-35
percent of the Gross National Prod-
uct, twice the U.S. rate.

Americans of all faiths can learn
from the Asian example of diligence
and future-orientation. Being the
“salt of the earth” in our own society
implies the demonstration of such
character traits. God’s temporal
blessings can then be directed not
toward needless self-gratification, but
toward the meeting of legitimate
needs in the wider human commu-
nity. @
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BRING TOGETHER the shades of Er-
asmus, Shakespeare and Goethe and
try to imagine what they would do.
Play poker? Visit the Stock Ex-
change? Absurd! They would talk
together. The precious converse of
noble minds i1s the most truly hu-
man of all human relations, and de-
mands at least as much artistry as
Kreisler brought to the Mendels-
sohn Concerto. It need not be argued
that Albert Jay Nock belongs on the
same plane as the aforementioned to
assert that he was of their spirit and
that he did bring a considerable fi-
nesse to any discussion. Nock loved
good talk; kindled by a responsive
companion he was a brilliant con-
versationalist. He loved good food as
well, but a meal was primarily a
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means of lubricating the flow of 1deas.
To the table he brought a mind
trained and tuned to concert pitch, a
mind well stocked with 1deas gleaned
from great literature and broadened
by wide experience here and on the
continent.

Nock’s 1ideas were perhaps not so
original as he was, but he had made
them his very own; his thinking ran
along lines quite at variance with
the familiar channels scooped out by
the popular pundits of the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries.
Having framed his convictions in-
dependent of any school or party, he
was able to view the intellectual
passions and battles of the day with
clinical detachment. Consequently,
he appeared to many of his contem-
poraries as a man of monumental
prejudices, almost an anachronism.

Convictions or prejudices, Nock
orchestrated his brilliantly, and
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