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Main Note 


Note regarding the future in the A&N islands.

While emergency rescue and relief work is going on and being taken care of by the Defence along with the admin, its clear this phase will be over rather quickly. There is therefore an urgent need to look at issues in the context of the future. 

Extremely relevant, therefore, are the May 2002 orders of the Hon. Supreme Court that were passed in the Godavarman case in response to an application jointly filed by the Society for Andaman and Nicobar Ecology (SANE), Kalpavriksh and the Bombay Natural History Society. 

The orders were themselves based on the recommendations of Court appointed Shekhar Singh Commission and many of these are in fact, directly relevant in the context of the recent massive earthquake, the tsunami and destruction that followed in its wake. 

These include orders for the following:

i) Using of appropriate construction methods and materials like treated timber and bamboo in the islands 

ii) Promotion of appropriate technologies like the “Assam type” construction, which is both less timber intensive, and safer in earthquakes, than the present all-timber or RCC buildings

iii) Drastic reduction in the extraction of sand from the beaches of the islands 

iv) Development of tourism that is sensitive and in tune with the needs of the fragile environment of the islands.  

v) Stoppage of commercial forestry and the closure of the Andaman and Nicobar Forest Plantation and Development Corporation as forests play a key role in protecting these islands 

vi) Putting in place a mechanism of an inner line area to restrict the continued inflow of people to the islands from mainland India

For the detailed of the SC orders please see Annexure I
Many of these orders also in fact are in tune with some of the directions issued in the 1980s by the Island Development Authority (IDA) under the chairmanship of our then Prime Minister Sri Rajiv Gandhi.

Please see Annexure II for details from the minutes of the relevant IDA minutes

In light of the above the following are some of the key concerns in the islands in the context of present tragedy and the reconstruction work that has to be undertaken. : 

A) Disposal of debris and waste: 

Debris: The large scale destruction caused by the waves means that there is now a lot of debris of the fallen buildings, jetties and such constructions that have been damaged. When the clearing work of this starts as the first step in the reconstruction process, the big issue will be the dumping of this debris. 


In normal course it will be the easiest option that will be taken up and all the dumping is likely to happen either in the mangroves in these islands or the coral reefs and coastal areas. This is something that will have to be clearly guarded against and a mechanism will have to be worked out for this 

Plastic waste: With most relief materials being sent in plastics, we are already getting reports that piles of plastic are gathering in Port Blair and presumably in Nicobars as well where a lot of the relief material is being sent. This is another major concern, which will certainly have long term impacts on the islands. 


Suggestions have been made to the authorities to create a mechanism by which all this can be collected and shipped back to mainland. The response was this is not a priority at the moment. This needs to be a priority now. An immediate communication needs to be sent at the highest level in the islands that the disposal of plastic has to be made a priority

B) Reconstruction work:

The large scale damage means that reconstruction work will have to begin in right earnest. There are various aspects within this that will have to looked at and dealt with very carefully 

i) Construction materials and technologies: 

This is very critical and links very well with the orders of the Supreme Court that had asked for the use of appropriate construction technologies and materials. The experience from Port Blair this time has been very instructive. While many of the concrete constructions here have been badly hit (including collapse), timber buildings some even a century old have escaped unscathed. The lesson is as clear as it can be. 


It is quite likely that the builder and construction will see in the present situation a huge oppurtunity and will start building pressure. What is needed is a policy direction from the top saying that all reconstruction work will have to be with appropriate materials and technologies. 


National and international agencies and individuals who have the expertise and experience in this field should be tapped for this and if needed even be given charge of the work that will be taken up.

ii) CRZ: 

For the last couple of years, there have been increasing and strong demands for the relaxation of the provisions of the CRZ notification. This has been happening not in the islands but across the country. In the islands, in particular, it was the tourism and hotel industry that had been complaining that the CRZ was the biggest hindrance in the development of the industry. 

The present disaster has made one thing rather clear: the CRZ needs to be further strengthened, not relaxed. This policy direction has be clearly spelt out.

C) Rehabilitation of natural protection;

Coral reefs, mangroves and sand beaches play a critical role of the natural protectors of the coastal systems and are even more important in the case of an island system like in the A&N islands. Development policies of the last few decades have taken a heavy toll on these natural defences: mangroves have been cut for fuelwood and to allow for buildings and other infrastructure (like jetties) to come up and the beaches continue to be mined for sand for use in the concrete construction that has proliferated in the islands in recent years. 

i) An immediate moratarium has to be brought in on any further mangrove destruction and sand mining from the beaches. 

ii) Simultaneously efforts need to be initiated for the regeneration of mangroves where they have been lost. There is a lot of national and international expertise in this matter and for that matter the A&N Forest Department itself has done some very good mangrove restoration works in parts of the islands like in South Andaman. Activities like these need to be given the highest priority within the mandate of the FD and adequate resources should be immediately made available

iii) Similar efforts can be made for the rehabilitation of coral reef systems where they were already damaged or have suffered in the aftermath of the recent tsunami.

D) Involvement of the Nicobarese in the reconstruction planning and implementation 

Considering the fact that the Nicobars and the Nicobarese have been the most badly hit, this will be the region where reconstruction and rehabilitation work will be taken up on a priority. 


What will be crucial to ensure that this process is successful and sustainable in the long term is that the Nicobarese are made key partners in this whole process, whether it is the location of the reconstruction sites, the size and designs of the houses and materials that should be used. The process should be carried out with the full consent, and involvement of the community, and it should be ensured that nothing is thrust upon them. 

E) Dealing with the other indigenous tribes: 

Reports received so far seem to indicate that all the other indigenous communities in the islands, the Great Andamanese, Onge, Jarawa and Sentinelese (in the Andamans) and the Shompen in Great Nicobar have escaped virtually unscathed. 


It is vital to keep in mind that the present tragedy does not become an excuse to initiate a process of either their relocation or for that matter even for their further assimiliation. Doing this might appear to be in their benefit in the immediate future, it will be disastrous for them in the middle and long term

