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Pear.Briend of the Alllance,

It has been nearly ten years now since "mental patients" and
other wvictims of the psychiatric proression Tirsat Degan to unibte in
opphsition to psychiatric exploltation and assault, In 168 short his-
tory, the "mental patients'" liberation movement has been extremely
successful in raising public awareness of and concern about the plight
of those labeled by psychiatry as "mentally ill."

However, the fact remains that in 1979, with the sanctity of
"human rights" being constantly mouthed by those in power, over two
million Americans per year are still being incarcerated in psychia-
tric facilities--most of them against their wills. And that almost
all of them are being administered powerful and dangerous mind-af-
fecting drugs, whether they want to take them or not--drugs which
can cause permanent brain damage and other destructive physical ef-
fects in up to 50% of ‘thHose Wha Use thefi,

If you were already aware of these facts, your knowledge of the
circumstances faced by current and former psychiatric inmates ("men-
tal ‘patients) Tar surpasfes that of ithe avorise Cltizan: B thHe
above is indeed new information to you, be warned that beyond the
seemingly benevolent facade of psychiatry may be discovered countless
more ways 1n which this pseudo-medical industry operates to damage
people and rip them off, both mofetarily and emotionally. In any
case, we, the members of the Alliance for the Liberation of Mental Pa-
tients, hope vou 'will agree that the liberation strugegle of "merital
patients” is . & vital onie z0d worlhy ¢f voilr support.

For those: ol ol who are itawitgy witir ehe--AtIit anee ~and its
activities, let us briefly introduce ourselves. We are an education-
al/political/advocacy organization composed of and directed by former
Psychiatwic inmates.  Oub.bagic godals are:

1). To abolish all involuntary psychiatric incarceration (" hoss-
pitalization™) amnd “tredtient” «(i.,e.s drugeginp, electroshoek, soli-
tary confinement, behavior modification, etc.);

2) Jo .replice the turtest ‘ueiital kealrh™ system and so-called
experts” in bumanjemotions iwith yolulitary sraseroots systens. of hus
man support that do not base.their existence on doctors, drugs, and
Prolitas

3) To do away wikth  tliec conicept of. "merital illness®™ As a way of
explaining (and invalidating) people's feelings of pain, frustration,
rage, etc.; and

4) - To advanece publie wriderstarding of -the shoidk, politiecadl,
(over)


