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Their name is ACORN. On first impaise;. one
thinks they might b2 envircomentanst types

corcerned with the welfare of squirrels.

As manv people are finding oul. though,

-ACORN 18 not an organization to be takeg

fghtlv. it's a citizen’s groop that has begun 10
ilex i1s muscles.

Two vears dgo, there were no ACORNS in
Peansylvania, other {an the ones thal grew on
trees. Now there are about 4,508, and their in-
flucace is being felt throughout the state, even
as {ar outside as Washwgion, D.C.

Washingion i3 where Jimmy Carter and
Teddy henncdy are busy planfing campaign
strategies and lining up supporters in their
fight for the Democratic presidenial nomina-
ton. They knuw all about ACORN there. They

Know it as the group that's trving to establisha

voice at this summer's Democratic convention
in New York. | '

Two weeks ago, when the candidates had to
subroat their slate of potential Pennsylvania
dulvgates, ACORN (Assoeigtion of Commuaity
Orgamzauons for Beform Now) dumped in
2,500 Carter and Kennedy applicants liere and
i Philadeiphia. The meve confused the pro-
coedings 1o such a degree that virtually every.
e s2eKing 1o be a delegate was approved as'a
nominee. |

it was a strategy. part of a nationwide bhiz
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aimed at gaining recognition, and i paid off

when Carter's iorces later agreed to run six
ACORN delegate candidates in the 14tk Con-
essional Distriet here and the Kennedy

orces agreed (o accept 10 out of tae 500 pames -
- ACORN submitted.

The numbers are even greater in Philadel

~ phia, where ACORN will have 40 candidates

running for Kenmedy and 24 for Caricr.

Although ACORN supporters managed

W

~win places on the ballot along with regular
Demaocrats, there i3 no guaraniee that any of
thern will end up at the cvavention,

An additional commitment from Kennedy’s
camp was a pledge of support at the Demo-
eratic convenlion for a commission aimed at
secking “full representaljon” for low- and mid-
gle-income activisis.

It all adds up to 3 dramatic surge into the
ight for the organization of scli-gefined -

“little pecple,” men and women of low- and
middie-class neighborhoods who are seeking 2
stronger veice in the political process.

The group, founded i 1970 in Little Rock
Ark., has expanded into 19 states and has moee

white and 3 percent Chicano. Recruiting door
1o door, ACORN is financed by its mumbership
dues. plus church and goveramcent funding.
ACORN didn'y get started in Prisbore’s unul
last suromee. but w iess than 2 vear i haes

- picked up more thas 350 mambers. heve. Naighe

AN
{he

-than 27,000 families as members. The mem- - Uirement, he's trying to {ind work again be- §

- bership is roughly 55 percent black, 40 percent
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borhood units have been ostablished in |
Homewood-Brushion, "the Hill District, |
Hazelwood, the Northside and the Southside, |
where the group bas its hieadguarters. The ¢ost |
of membership is $16 a family.

Though ke group has begun to dbranch oul §
pationalty, Gerry Griffin, one of ACORN's o~ §
ganizers says the mﬁdty of the offort is |
still at the neighborbood fevel. For exan?le,
there has been an appearance before (ity §
Council to protest the hike in the city wage Lax. |
gamed in the future is a protest against |

ort Authority's proposed fare increase. |

“I know were upseiling a lot of apple |
capts,” savs Pat Bujanki of the Southside, an |
ardent ACORN supporter. “But we're doing |
this because we care. We care about our city,
about our .state. We care aboui the Uniled §
States. We want the people to have a say in |
government. i

“We're trying to restore f3ith. If we can |
make the poople know and care, our job is |
worth every rninute we put into it.”

Ancther vocal member here is Joe Waliace, |
a retired city policeman. Afwer {ive years of re- §

cause he says he can’t live on his pension |

“¥ hen this organization approached me,” he §
saye, 1 joined because | knew { coulent de- |
pend on the Democrats and the Republicans (o |
do anvtiung docent. [ belseve in the organiza- §
tion. There's a real spunit. i you're’ orgamzed, §




