
The DOE Is Closedd

On the fiftieth aniversary of the
Stock Market Crash of 1929, Washington,
D.C. was having one df its first anti-
nuclear rally., A group of aproximatly
1,000 anti-nuke protesters, represent-
ing about %0 different groups, began
their day with a small rally at the
Capitol building they then marched to
the Department Of Energy building where
they spent the remainder of the day in
nonviolent protest. The objectives of
the protest were clearly summed up in
the words of one of protester's plac-
ards:®Zero Nuclear Weapons, Ban Nu-
clear Power, Stop The Arms Race, Meet
Human Needs."

At the same time, anti-nuke demo=
nstrations were going on across the
United States from Sunnyvale, Califor-
ia to New York City where a large pro-
test in front of the New York Stock
Exchange blocked up the entire Wall
Street area and resulted in the arrests
of 1045. The demonstrators picked Oct-
ober 29 as theiridaw for a variety of
reasons., As well as being the fiftieh
aniversary of the Stock Market Crash,
it was also U.N. World Disarmament
Week, the begining of a presidential
election period and the height of the
SALT I1 debate.
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The Washington . demonstration

was nowhere near as violent as the
New York one, proving that nonvio-
lent civil disobedience can accomp-
lish something. Many of the protest-
ers were young students with a good
portion of elderly people mixed in.
All were covered with anti-nuke but-
tons while some wore small cardboard
signs around their necks on which
was printed the names of nuclear
victims. A few held colorful signs
which read "No More Nuclear Victims?,
"Shut Them Down,®™ and "We Almost ~

Lost Pennsylvania." Others chanted
solgans and sang peace songs such
as "We shall not be moved" and""We
shall overcome." There was also a
group of monks representing a con-
cerned clergy and a Laymen group
who sang religious songs° while
strumming on accoustic guitars.
Also paricipating in the demone
stration were some familiar, not-
able faces such as Daniel Ellsberg
and Ralph Nader.

The protester's main activity,
however, was to stand in groups with
their arms linked blocking the doors
of the Department Of Energy. Every
time a DOE employee would try to
enter the building, the protesters
blocking the doorway would chant,
"The DOE Is Closed !®™ When they had
succeeded in blocking all the door-
ways and keeping the workers out,
the Special Police moved in. They
stood behind the protesters equip-
ped with helmets and nightsticks
assisting a few DOE employed in
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