Another case of brutal attempted eviction
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Sonbhadra tribals form human chain to protect "their" forests:
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Sonbhadra (UP), Aug. 6 (ANI):

Thousands of tribal women today formed a massive human chain here to prevent

officials from acquiring what they claimed was their ancestral forests.

The protest was staged after the Uttar Pradesh government ordered the

eviction of the tribals within 30 days.

India's forests are protected under federal laws and inhabited only by those

classified under a special tribal act.

These families, spread across 1,213 acres of land, however, are not listed

under any such category.

"We will not leave our land at all. If they come with a force then also we

will not leave our place. If they fire at us then also we will not go, we

are firm," said Phool Devi, a tribal woman.

"Forest rangers have asked us to leave the area. It is ours. We will not

leave it at any cost. They are fighting on false grounds. We will not leave

it," added Krishnakanti Devi, another tribal.

The problem dates back to the pre-independence era when Sonbhadra was among

the few areas left unsurveyed.

"The legal status of this place is that it is registered as revenue land.

I

have seen in the 1971 records these tribals' names are still there as land

owners. The forest department and administration are giving contradictory

statements. They do not have records at all," said Roma, a social

activist.

