
Forgiving
from the NE€QArt

Miracles can happen when you really forgive.
by Patrick Madrid

lex was an uniepentant
prodigal son who seemed

melllbent on: s © Wi

spiritual destruction,
EHe knew he was i seriolls

trouble when he stepped into the
kitchien and looked down at: his
shiipts Een miimures canlicizu has
been wihite. Now bleed, .a lot of
blood, had splashed on his shirt,
his' shoes: and .trousers He
looked dowmn at lhis hands amd
watched them tremble under the
overwhelming weight of guilt.
e putchers Luite slipped iremu
his: fingers amd clatieted omn the
floor.

Forgiving like Christ
Ins anothicn toom, lyime in: o

fetal position, was the 12-year-old
girl ‘Alex had just stabbed 14
titnes.  Shie “had: rejealed  lifs
ditempied seductieon se he had
pulled a knife and attacked hef
The following day, she died from
her wounds — her body wracked
with pain.

Buat lier mind semaimned lucid
andshee theaft brimmed: Wi
Christlike love that day as she for-
gave Alex fwom her hieant and
whispered, “For the love of Jesus
[ forgive himn: [ want laim te be
with me in paradise.”

That girl’s name was Mania
Goretti, Alex, her 19-yvear-old
murderer is bettier khown. a5

Alessandro Serenelli, the would-be
rapist who stabbed her to death.
He was arrested, tried : and: sen-

tenced 1o 50 years n prison for
his crime — a crime for which he
showed absolutely no remorse.

But God's graceiis stronger
than man’s sin, and His forgive-
ness is stronger than the hardest
of hearts. Alex’s rebellion was no

match for God’s merciful love.

Repenting from the heart
Saint Maria Goretti appeared to

Alex in. hisiasll mahicm e wealb

eight years into his prison term to
remitiel lafi of her feroivcencss
e tepented on ithe spel turned
his heart to Christ, and lived the
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pextily wedis of liis prisom term
as a devout Catholic.

Wihen lie was feleased from
prison ex ehlt Stralighit to
Maria’s mother to beg her forgive-
nessi He wils Wlso present as 4

witness to the power of forgive-
ness in St Pelcis Squate wiicic,
in 1950, Maria Goretti was canon-

ized by the pope.
What was it that penetrated his

heart of iron? The grace of forgive-
ness — the greatest gift God our

Father can give His rebellious chil-
dren.: Through St. Maria Goretti’s
heroic martyrdom and forgiveness
of her murderer, God the Father
reehiactcd dor us ithe piofound
drama of the prodigal son.

The Father proved again how
eager He is to forgive and recon-

ciletall esinmens kol Eimselt THe
loves us, no matter how enor-

mous and vile'our!isins; sand He
invites us back to His house.

Recognizing our need
Alessandro Serenelli had been

a prodigal son. He had left his
Father’s house, squandered the
richdsihioll erace that 'werne given
him in the Sacraments, and lived
in the mud with the swine as he
committed his many sins.

He had become defiant and
nprepentant Wi is! lifei wasia

seething cauldron of sin. Greed,
lust, “anger “sensualityllaziness,
and murder boiled within him.

But, sadly, you and I play this
role, too. We may not commit
mirders  asiialicre did »hutiito
onedtes! on lesserextents twe are

all prodigal children in desperate
need of mercy and forgiveness.

Thisssaditealityhas 2 long
history. But so does the happy
ending for those who return to

God, and through repentance
acceptitHis Win inile myeney Tn
the aftermath of Adam and Eve
committing the original sin, we

see this drama played out for the
fi e Tlieyliide emscolves
from God in fear and shame. (See
Gen 3:8-9.)

MWihensove sebeliagainstiGod
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thirotlgl sin e te fight back
there in the garden — naked,
cowering, and afraid of God’s
judgment. But God eur Father
wants to conquer our fear with
Flis loves Ble wants 1o mescue us

from where we’re stranded in sin,
afirdid foTcome honie, Hegwinis
so much to heal our self-inflicted
wounds of sin and restore our

supernatural health. And, just as

IHe promised’! Adam and Eve He
would (see Gen 3:15), He provided
the way for this to happen: by
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.

Coming home
Fhereress istithe Usigrl and fseal

ol Godtlie i Fathier’s imercy iand
forgiveness. No matter how big
the sin, no matter how deep the
shismeswietficely HetiopensiHis
arms to us and beckons, “Come
Ironsels Ficldvelr woul Let ivie
embrace you!”

As we’re told in Scripture, we

should: aeveribe afrald to. turn
from our sins, no matter how bad
they may be, and come home to
our Father:

The Lord is merciful and gra-
ciousiy slow 10 anger and
abounding in steadfast love.

...

As fdr as the east 1s from the
wicel 80 (3 does He temoye

Ol Sifs tom 1s.(Ps 1038 12),

NMereyiand forgivenessiiare
gigantic themes in the Gospels.
Christ constantly reminds us that
the Father's mercy is not a one-

way street. God’s mercy must

permeate us and be lived out daily
in the way we treat our neighbor.
It's crucial to remember that just
as God is always ready, waiting
with open arms to forgive and
forget our sins, He expects us to
Wavenithic vexacr  same attitude
toward others.

Forgiving again and again
Mhieir St iReter dsked Jesus,

“Lord, how often shall my brother
sin against me, and I forgive him?
ASimany as seven' times?” Jesus
responded, “I do not say to you

seven.iimes, bptiseventy times
seven (Me 18:24-22)8 @ ©ilict
words, “Be always ready to for-
give your brother, just as your
Father in heaven is always ready
o forsive you."

Let's not forget Christ’s cautionary
story of the unforgiving servant
who was brought before the king
because he owed him a large sum.

As lie could not pay, the seiial

imploged miet oy, and the king
canceled the debt. (See Mt 18:23-35.)

Bt lventithe smani'did  not
extend the same mercy toward his
fellow servant who owed him a

small sum. He was not forgiving,
ared hergot iutg ‘bic  wouble
because of it.

“You worthless wretch!” the
kinigirebuked Tum, T canceled
your entire debt when you plead-
ed with me. Should you not have
dealt mercifully with your fellow
servant; as 1 dealt with you?”
Ghistiadds “Then invanger the
mastes handed I over toithe
torturers until he paid back all
that he owed. My heavenly Father
will treat you the same way unless
each of you forgives his brother
from his heart” (Mt 18:32-35).

Iransformed by God’s mercy
e -aall to forgitve from the

heart — what a powerful lesson
this is! When we prodigals repent
and return to our Father’s house,
we receive from His loving heart
the infinite riches of grace and
peace. Then, as we forgive others
from the heart, we become
instruments of the Father’s mercy
a9 it owctllows  feom: us and
touches the lives of others.

Lilee . Marid 'Goretti ‘and
Alessandro Serenelli, we discover
how Divine Mercy can transform
even hardened hearts through the
miracle of forgiveness.
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