FIRST LAUGH. In traditional Navajo Indian culture, the child is
viewed asthe ultimate gift, a precious gift that must never be
abused. The First Laugh ceremony ensures that an infant is
constantly watched over and kept in a cradle board until the
child laughs for the first time. This moment marks the childis
birth as a secial being. The member of the family or friend of

the family who makes the baby laugh must, then provide for a
celebration i in honor of the child.

|
\ it * | - -~ £i / e T :
p - . & | ' r ' ' .
" i id " | - ."
. | | . | 57 . : : *
¥ - ! f T
' . J - i 3 i \ . .
e B x "
J . " - ] ® s 5 o : i
i i = L f I - :
' | _ " ’ \ i ,
- . . =
. I :
* ; " B IL 1 ‘ _l‘ " - " & -
e : 5 r 1' " ‘
" " i - 5
- ¥ [ - .
: ' d .
- . { ' 1

- S
5

ﬁ % ; L A N | . _._nl

Thzs IS ]ust one of the many beliefs that are kept alwe by the 27 tribal
colleges. Help save'a, cultiire that could save ours. Support the
- American Indian College Fund. Serid donations to the American®

Ind:an College Fzmd 21 West 68tH St Suite 1F, NY, NY 10023. ° Photograph of Rose Butler and son donated by John Rmmmg
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