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Periodically, the Foundation as-

sembles for release in book form
outstanding selections from its
previously published articles. The
subjects include government,
taxes, inflation, money, monopoly,
price controls, subsidies, security,
competition, and other topics of
current importance analyzed
by accomplished exponents, past
and present, of the libertarian
philosophy. This is a growing
shelf of the literature of liberty,
applied to current problems, in
terms familiar to the layman.

The first volume (37 selec-
tions, 308 pages) was published
in 1952. Subsequent volumes, of
448 pages each, have appeared at

the rate of one a year since 1954.
Volume VIII, released in October
1961, includes selections from
The Freeman and other Founda-
tion releases during the year
ended June 30, 1961. Each vol-
ume is thoroughly indexed.

Single copies of each volume
$2.00 paper, $3.00 cloth.
Sets of the first 8 volumes
$13.00 paper, $19.00 cloth.

The Law
By FREDERIC BASTIAT

Frederic Bastiat (1801-1850) was op-
posed to public waste and government inter-
ference. Both by his writings and by his action
as a politician, he waged unceasing war against
bureaucracy, protectionism, and socialism. His
view was that the various human impulses
and activities would, under free competition
and an honest and peaceful gov-
ernment, result in steady prog-
ress and increasing prosperity and
happiness. He was the opponent
of socialism, having in this respect
no equal among the economic
journalists and politicians of
France.

Bastiat’s small classic, The Law,
written in 1850, has been trans-

lated into modern English by
Dean Russell. This remarkable analysis of the
relation between the state and the people
reads as though it had been written only yes-
terday instead of more than a century ago.
“Law,” Bastiat maintains, “is solely the organi-
zation of the individual right of self-defense
which existed before law was formalized. Law
is justice.” But the law has been perverted, and
applied to annihilating the justice it was sup-
posed to maintain. Protectionism, socialism,
and communism are all forms of legalized
plunder.

76 pages, 1950. $1.00 paper, $1.75 cloth.


