
standing will be lifted from our fear-drenched
communities and in some not too distant tomor-
row the radiant start of love and brotherhood will
shine over our great nation with all of their scin-
tillating beauty.

Yours for the cause of
Peace and Brotherhood,
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Martin Luther King gave this address at Riverside
Church, New York City, Tuesday April 4, 1967.

Declaration of
Independence from
The War in Vietham

I come to this magnificent house of worship
tonight because my conscience leaves me no

other choice. I join you in this meeting because I
am in deepest agreement with the aims and work
of the organization which has brought us to-
gether: Clergy and Laymen Concerned About
Vietnam. The recent statement of your executive
committee are the sentiments of my own heart
and I found myself in full accord when I read its
opening lines: “A time comes when silence is
betrayal.” That time has come for us in relation
to Vietnam.

The truth of these words is beyond a doubt,
but the mission to which they call us is a most dif-
ficult one. Even when pressed by the demands of
inner truth, men do not easily assume the task of
opposing their government’s policy, especially in
time of war. Nor does the human spirit move

without great difficulty against all the apathy of
conformist thought within one’s own bosom and
in the surrounding world. Moreover when the
issues at hand seem as perplexing as they often
do in the case of this dreadful conflict we are

always on the verge of being mesmerized by un-

certainty; but we must move on.

Some of us who have already begun to break
the silence of the night have found that the call-
ing to speak is often a vocation of agony, but we

must speak. We must speak with all the humility
that is appropriate to our limited vision, but we

must speak. And we must rejoice as well, for
surely this is the first time in our nation’s history
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