14 August 2004

Right to Information Act

The enclosed amendments of the unnotified Freedom of Information Act 2002 (renamed “Right to Information Act” in its amended version) are being proposed to facilitate the fulfillment of the following commitment made in the National Common Minimum Programme of the Government of India:

“The Right to Information Act will be made more progressive, participatory and meaningful.”
These proposed amendments draw on several processes of consultation spanning several years, international best practices in this field, existing Right to Information Acts of various states, and the deliberations of the National Advisory Council.  We recommend that this matter should be dealt with as expeditiously as possible, with the amendments and the notification taking place simultaneously.

The main object of the proposed amendments is to ensure:

1. Maximum disclosure and minimum exemptions consistent with constitutional provisions.

2. Independent appeal mechanisms.

3. Penalties for failure to provide information as per the law.

4. Effective mechanisms for access to information, and disclosure by authorities.

Further, we see these amendments as an essential step (among others) towards fulfilling the CMP’s opening pledge:

“The UPA makes a solemn pledge to the people of our country: to provide a government that is corruption-free, transparent and accountable at all times, to provide an administration that is responsible and responsive at all times.”

