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The rightwing and the military industrial
complex have hatched a new plot to elimi-
nate college grants and loans and impose a
disguised military draft on the nations
youth. Legislation has been introduced into
the House and Senate called the Citizenship
and National Service Act of 1989 (5.3). t
would ask vouth te “voluntarily” engage in
community and military service in exchange
for educational and housing benefits.

The legislation was originally conceived
by the Democratic Leadership Council, a
conservative grouping in the Democratic
Party, and introduced by Senator Sam MNunn,
Anytime the DLC puts something torward,
our senses go on full alert.

By working in the community for 40
hours a week at $100, or the military at 66
percent of military pay, a young person will
earn vouchers that would then be traded for
cs::siigzge education and/or housing. Une year
of community work is worth $10,000, two
years in the military $24,000 in vouchers.

fconomic subsistence for youth

5.3 is cast for a young generation on the
economic decline. It will force the idea of "e-
conomic subsistence” on youth. If is a pro-
gram for a militarized economy and one that
expands the natic a?: Q;ua,rd and reserves
ddi‘iﬂ5 a time of greater international relaxa-

tion of tensions.
“The Citizens Cormns is based on a very

simpie but profound principle that those
who take from the common good should
give something back,” said Sen. Nunn, Well
isn't that special, Sen., Nunnl What have the
military corporations, S&Ls and big banks
given back to the "common good” for the
nundreds of billions of dollars they have
ripped off from the "common good”?

Destroving entitiement programs
5.3 would be the final hammer blow

- against educational entittement programs. It

is & smokescreen obscuring the wreckage of
the Reagan "revolution” in education, job
and job-training programs. instead of re-
versing the cuts, it becomes a diversion from
restoring the Reagan cuts and even a phili-
sophical justification for those cuts. It is an
application of the concept of workfare to
ecducation. . 3 is big business’s answer to
the crisis they have creatred in their drive for
maximum profits: generational unemploy-
ment, low and Subn nimum wages, and an
out of control drug epidemic.

Behind the nobie idea of voluntary sery-
ice to one’s country, youth become a batter-
ing ram against remaining entitiement pro-
grams. It's the same rotten Reagan icdea: the
people are entitled to nothing, not even (o
buy services with their own taxes! You must
work double for social programs that you
provide yourself. 5. 3 takes the government
off the hook for any responsiblity in provid-
ing for the education of the nation's youth.

In place of the entitlement programs,
the right wing wants to promote “volunta-
rism” to solve the nation's ills. 5. 3 brings to
jife the “thousand points of light” concept.
But in reality it is a "thousand band-aids’
covering the destruction of social programs.

"Voluntary service”
equals forced service

The premise for a voluntary program
would be that the grant and oan system was

mainiained and expanded. Without them
rnillions of working-class, and especiailly Af-
rican-American and other minority youth,
would be forced into the “voluntary service.”

{Lommunity service wvouchers won't
maich the high cost of tuition, The estimated
cost of attending a private university in
1937-88 was $13,300; a public university,
$4,760 and a public two-year school.
33,230, Private universities would be out of

reach of the working-class and minority stu-
!ents... Most would be forced into the mili-
tary component, where the benefits are
niZher. |

It ignores the reality that large numbers
of young workers have returned to s hoc
for retraini ing. Many have families that they
would be unable to upa:sm“* Ofr a subsis-
tence wage, it effectively eliminates the nos-
sibility for young workers to get grant assist
ance,

(.onsequently there’s nothing nationa’
about this service. It would not “spread the
rf?sponszbz ities of citizenship more equitab-
ly.” Instead it would establish a track svster:
of forced peonage for working class vout!.

while the children of the rich are effectiven:
exempt from service, #

The youth would also become 2 low
wage battering ram. In civilian service the in-
divival would serve in some job in the ©
cafional, human, consemvation and -*'u..b‘i :
safety service or other existing national pre-
grams.” Millions of youns workers would b=
doing jobs at $2.50 per hour that shouis
Carry union wages. it is an extension of ths
subminimum training wage.

While youth and students have been
developing closer relations with labor in
cent years, this §EC,4 slation, F enacted, wouid
force youth and students on a coliizion
course witn organized labor.
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