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Conrvicr in all these areas can be curbed only
by some device which will restrict rights or

claims to any desired object, so that there is
the necessary equality between the supply of
a thing and the valid claims against it. There
must be only one right to one job; only one

deed to one piece of property. The function of
the device of private property, in contrast to

the impossible socialist-communist concept
that everyone owns everything under “owner-
ship in common,” is to equate ownership with
the property to be owned. The function of
price in a free market, in contrast to a con-

trolled price with rationing of an artificial
shortage created by a governmental bureau-

cracy, is likewise to equate supply and de-
mand for what is available.

The Judeo-Christian admonitions about the
brotherhood of man and about loving one’s
fellow men can hardly mean that man-made
Jaws should be allowed to interfere with these
methods of peaceful adjustment to human

preferences and to the scarcities of desired
things. Man should be allowed to continue his

self-improvement on earth through the exer-

cise of judgment and freedom of choice ac-

cording to his conscience. When this concept
of rights is combined with conduct according
to the familiar guides of Judeo-Christian
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ethics, I believe that the destiny of man will
best be fulfilled and that peace will reign at

its maximum.
If man is to continue his self-improvement,

he must be free to exercise the powers of choice
with which he has been endowed. When dis-
crimination is not allowed according to one’s
wisdom and conscience, both discrimination
and conscience will atrophy in the same man-

ner as an unused muscle. Since man was given
these faculties, it necessarily follows that he
should use them and be personally responsible
for the consequences of his choices. This means

that he must be free to either enjoy or endure
the consequences of each decision, because the
lesson it teaches is the sole purpose of experi-
ence — the best of all teachers.

When one’s fellow men interpose force and
compulsions between him and the Source of
his being— whether by the device of govern-
ment or otherwise— it amounts to interrupt-
ing his self-improvement, in conflict with what
seems to be the Divine design. Man must be
left free to discriminate and to exercise his
freedom of choice. This freedom is a virtue
and not a vice. And freedom of choice sows

the seeds of peace rather than of conflict.
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