Dear Jean,

Forwarding an alert sent by ncas about evictions in Burhanpur. Will try and find

others.

Madhu

----- Original Message ----- 

From: campaign 

To: forestrights@yahoogroups.com 

Sent: Friday, July 23, 2004 6:07 PM

Subject: [forestrights] URGENT ACTION : ILLEGAL EVICTION FROM FOREST LAND

&ATROCITIES ONADIVASIS IN MP

Dear Friends,

This is to draw your urgent attention to the ongoing atrocities committed by the

Forest Department on the Adivasis of Burahanpur district of Madhya Pradesh. On

29th June 2004, three Adivasi youths, Shukhalal Nansingh, Phulsingh Bhimsingh

and Tersingh Khumansingh of Mendhakhapuri village of Khakanar Tahsil of

Burahanpur, were severely injured in a forest department firing during an

eviction drive.

Under forced eviction drives, the forest department has shattered the life and

livelihood of the Adivasis of  more than 35 villages by burning their houses,

livestocks, crops, etc. and not allowing them to cultivate their land. Local

police stations have not registered any complaint filed by these Adivasis. Most

of the casualties have been in the villages of Chimnapur, Davali, Jhanjar,

Bomiliaput, Jamunala  and Hasan pura in Nepanagar Tahsil where Adivasi houses

were burnt  as part of the eviction drive .  The monsoon  rains have further

deteriorated the condition of these Adivasis who along with their children have

been rendered shelterless.

According to Adivasi Ekta Sanghatan, (A.E.S), based in Nepanagar, the land

possessed by local Adivasis should be regularized as per the Central Government

Order vide 13-1/90/-FP(1) dated 18th September 1990 authorizing  the state

authorities to regularize the pre 1980 settlements on forestland.  Many Adivasis

have a proof ,  in the form of show cause notice sent  to them by  the forest

department to evict the forestland in 1979,  clearly establishing that they have

been occupying these lands prior to the cut off date mentioned in the circular.

It should be noted that these Adivasis have lived for centuries in these forests

and share a symbiotic relation with the forests and the corresponding

eco-system. The National Forest Policy 1988 (Section 4.3.4.3) clearly recognizes

the fact that the life of tribals and the rural poor living within and near

forests revolve around forests .  The  current drive to evict Adivasis from

their habitat by the forest department is illegal. It is also an attempt to

deprive the Adivasis of their traditional rights and displace thousands of poor

people dependant on forestland. 

Hence, we request to you to  urgently  intervene to protect the life and

livelihoods of these Adivasis and uphold the spirit of human rights and social

justice as enshrined in the constitution. Kindly write an appeal to the Chief

Minister, Madhya Pradesh,  Member Secretary, Central Empowered Committee,

Ministery Of Environment and Forest, New Delhi, Chairperson, National Human

Rights Commission, New Delhi, Chairperson, National Commission for Scheduled

Caste and Scheduled Tribes, New Delhi for their immediate action demanding the

following:

1. Immediate end to the eviction and atrocities on the Adivasis in the Burhanpur

district of Madhya Pradesh;

2.  FIR should be registered in the police stations  against the human rights

voilations; 

3. Regularize the land of Adivasis who have settled before 1980 as per

Government Order vide 13-1/90/-FP(1) dated 18th September 1990; 

4. Provide relief and compensation for the losses incurred by the Adivasis

during the illegal eviction drives by the forest department;

We request to kindly circulate  this action alert to all concerned groups and

individuals. The list of incidents of atrocities is attached below as annex 1

and a draft protest letter is attached as annex 2.   

 We appeal to you to join hands and protest against this undemocratic move of

the Madhya Pradesh Forest Department.

 In solidarity,

Amitabh Behar

Sandeep Pattnaik                                                                

For NCAS  

Date -    21.07.2004        

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Send your appeals to:

Ms. Uma Bharati,

Chief Minister,

Vallabh Bhavan,

Bhopal

Ph- 0755-2551581/ 2551433/ 2551396/ Fax: 2540501

Email: cm@mp.nic.in 

Dr. Manmohan Singh

Prime minister of India

Room No. 152, 

South Block, 

New Delhi, 110001

23012312, 23018939, 

Fax : 23016857

Ms. Sonia Gandhi

10, Janpath,

New Delhi - 110011

(011) 23014161, 23014481

< soniagandhi@sansad.nic.in>

 Shri Ripple Paty Kyndiah

Ministry Of Tribal Affairs,

Government Of India

Shastri Bhavan,

New Delhi-110001,

Email: dirit@tribal.nic.in

 Shri Mani Shankar Aiyar

Union Minister Of Panchayati Raja

Government Of India

New Delhi - 110 001.

EMAIL: mopng.png@sb.nic.in

Member Secretary, 

Central Empowered Committee

Paryavaran Bhavan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi-110 003.

Ph - 011-4361896/ 4360721

The Chairperson ,

National Human Rights Commission,

Sardar Patel Bhavan, 

Sansad Marg,

New Delhi-110 001

Ph: 011-3348477/ 3340016/ 3361175

Fax: 011-3340016/ 3366537

Email:- jrlawnhrc@hub.nic.in

The Chairperson,

National Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Commission,

5th Floor, Lok Nayak Bhawan,

Khan Market,

New Delhi-110003

Fax: 011-4625378

Email: dir-admin@ncscst.nic.in

 Annex 1 

Details of incidents of house burning and atrocities committed on Adivasis in

Nepanagar and Khakanar Tehsil of Burhanpur District of Madhya Pradesh

Nepanagar Tahsil

1. On 1st July 2004, in Bomiliaput village, 50 houses were burnt. Utensils,

beds, hen and other things were taken by forest officials.  Crops like soyabean,

paddy, maize, jowari, wheat and cotton seeds were burnt.  

2. On 1st July 2004, in village Jamunala, 15 houses were burnt.

3. On 2nd July 2004, in village Hasanpura all  50 houses were burnt.

4. In February 2004, in Jhanjar, 117 houses were burnt.

5. On 8th July 2004, in Jhanjar, 5 houses were burnt. On the same day, in yet

another hamlet of Jhanjar, 22 houses were burnt. 

6. In June 2004, in Davali village, 50 houses were burnt.  Mr. Ter Singh Patel,

the village headman, aged 65, was severely beaten. His wife too was injured.

Police refused to accept the FIR.

7. In June 2000, in Haldiakheda village, all 50 houses and animals were burnt.

The incident was repeated again in February 2004 wherein all house were burnt.

8. In Nov 2003, in Chidiapani village, 40 houses were burnt.

Khakanar Tahsil:

1. In Khakanar Tahsil, no burning was undertaken this year but repeated threats

& manhandling are common.

2. On 29th June 2004, in Amgaon village, Sukma Bai, aged 25, was beaten by

forest officials while she was collecting firewood. Her mother in law, Gendi

Bai, aged 55, was also severely beaten up. 

_____________________________________

 Annex 1I 

Letter to Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh

To,

Ms Uma Bharati,

Hon'ble Chief Minister,

M.P.

Illegal eviction and atrocities on Adivasis of Burhanpur district of Madhya

Pradesh

Dear Chief Minister,

This is to draw your urgent attention to the ongoing atrocities committed by the

Forest Department on the Adivasis of Burahanpur district of Madhya Pradesh. On

29th June 2004, three Adivasi youths, Shukhalal Nansingh, Phulsingh Bhimsingh

and Tersingh Khumansingh of Mendhakhapuri village of Khakanar Tahsil of

Burahanpur, were severely injured in a forest department firing during an

eviction drive.

Under forced eviction drives, the forest department has shattered the life and

livelihood of the Adivasis of around 50 villages by burning their houses,

livestocks, crops, etc. and not allowing them to cultivate their land. Local

police stations have not registered any complaint filed by these Adivasis. Most

of the casualties have been in the villages of Chimnapur, Davali, Jhanjar,

Bomiliaput, Jamunala, Hasan pura etc. in Nepanagar Tahsil where Adivasi houses

were burnt. Presently, rains have further deteriorated the condition of these

Adivasis who along with their children have been rendered shelterless.

According to Adivasi Ekta Sanghatan, (A.E.S), based in Nepanagar, the land

possessed by local Adivasis should be regularized as per the Central Govt. Order

vide 13-1/90/-FP(1) dated 18th September 1990 authorizing to regularize the pre

1980 settlements on forestland.  Many Adivasis have a proof in the form of show

cause notice sent by forest departments to evict the forestland in 1979, clearly

establishing that they have been occupying these lands prior to the cut off date

mentioned in the circular. 

It should be noted that these Adivasis have lived for centuries in these forests

and share a symbiotic relation with the forests and the corresponding

eco-system. The National Forest Policy 1988 (Section 4.3.4.3) clearly recognizes

the fact that the life of tribals and the rural poor living within and near

forests revolve around forest.  This current drive to evict Adivasis from their

habitat by the forest department is illegal. It is also an attempt to deprive

the Adivasis of their traditional rights and displace thousands of poor people

dependant on forestland. 

Hence, we request to you to kindly intervene to protect the life and livelihoods

of these Adivasis and uphold the spirit of human rights and social justice as

enshrined in the constitution.  We demand the following:

1. Immediate end to the eviction and atrocities on the Adivasis in the Burhanpur

district of Madhya Pradesh;

2. Regularize the land of Adivasis who have settled before 1980 as per Govt

Order vide 13-1/90/-FP(1) dated 18th September 1990;

3. FIR should be registered in the police stations  against the human rights

voilations; 

4. Provide relief and compensation for the losses incurred by the Adivasis

during the illegal eviction drives by then forest department.

Anticipating necessary and early action. 

Thanking you,

Name : 

Institution :

____________________________________

For more information contact:

Mr. Vijaya Panda

Adivasi Mukti Sanghatan

Sendhwa

Madhya Pradesh

Ph No: 07281 -222184

Mr. Rabindra Masane

Adivasi Ekta Sanghatan, 

Ward No - 1, At / Po- Nepa nagar

District - Burahanpur

Ph No: 07325-222358

National Center For Advocacy Studies

Serenity Complex

Ram nagar Colony

Pashan

Pune

Maharashtra

Phone & Fax : 020 -22952003 /4

Email - ncas@vsnl.com

______________________________________________________________

Bridging People... Building Ideas...

-------------------------------------------------

National Centre for Advocacy Studies,

Serenity Complex, Ramnagar Colony, Pashan,

Pune 411 021.

Maharashtra, 

India

Telefax: +91-20-22952003/4.

Email: ncas@vsnl.com

_________________________________

NCAS' -GOVERNANCE UNIT 

B-102, Sarvodaya Enclave,

New Delhi 110 017.

India

Tel: +91-11- 26567309/26518302

Email: ncasdelhi@vsnl.net

___________________________________

CENTRE FOR BUDGET ACCOUNTABILITY

B-64, Sarvodaya Enclave,

New Delhi 110 017.

India

Tel: +91-11- 26537603

Email: cbadelhi@vsnl.net

-------------------------------------------------------

visit us at www.ncasindia.org 

