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trol of process, for total planning
and predestination, by the elite men.”

Or, as the late C. S Lewis has put
iIt, when we hear the phrase “man
must take control of man,”’ we
should watch out; it means that
SoIme men must take control of all
the others.8

The second event that broke
men’s faith in progress was the
First World War. Tt combined
with the third factor, Freudian-
ISm, to convince men that the
faith in the rationality of man-
kind was too easy, even naive.
Freud’s own pessimism concern-
Ing the possibilities of psychoa-
nalysis for curing men’s psycholog-
ical problems was not adopted by
the majority of his followers, but
this should not blind us to the fact
of Freudian pessimism : long ages
of evolution, he believed, would be
recessary to separate men from
their irrational, bloody antece-
dents.® The War seemed to prove
Freud’s contention that subra-
tional influenceg guide men’s deci-

—_—

iR, . Rushdoony, Biblical Philosophy
of History, p. 17.

8 C. S. Lewis, That Hideous Strength
(New York: Macmillan, 1947), p. 3T7.
The same theme is explored in his Aboli-
tion of Man.

LB T Rushdoony, Freud (Philadel-
phia: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1965),
compares “original Freudianism” with
later Freudian environmentalism.

progress has been lost. This loss
of faith has been devastating in
the historical guild. The triumph
of historicism and relativism have
emasculated historical studies. J.
H. Plumb has bewaijled this devel-
opment :

Same rules or perhaps for those men
of his age who think and feel like
himself. . . . The philosophers of hijs.
tory will allow history to be 1 pro-
fession, even admit to its having
educational and literary value: what
they will not tolerate 1s the idea that
1t has a socia] purpose. .. .10

Plumb c¢ries out In horror
against what has happened to the
writing of history in our time;
vainly, he tries to bring new life
to a dead ideg. Unfortunately for
his efforts, there 1S nothing deader
culturally than a dead 1dea.

So there we have them. The ideal-
1sts insisting that history is merely
a present world, ever changing, never
static; the academic positivists bur-
rowing like boll-weevils in the thick-
ets of faects, mindless, deliberately,
of purpose and meaning outside the

10 J. H. Plumb, “The Historian’s Dj-
lemma,” in Plumb (ed.), Crisis in the

Humanities (Baltimore: Penguin, 1964 ),
p. 30,
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orbit of their own activity; the pub-
lic prophets using pseudo science to
e s . Gternre.
ustify a repetitive, cyclical in .
iation of history, and the littérateurs have not been hit so hard as those

preoccupied with evocation and ex- in the humanities by the death- of
ercize of the imagination. The result the idea of progress. Economists

THE THEOLOGY OF THE EXPONENTIAL CURVE

The Concept of Economic Growth
The social scientists who hgve
retained their faith in planning

i andusOCial'll}; m}pﬁgi i UEEcamRaE have-b?f-ion;ef cfji
e el I i . cinated with the possibility -
: acti tain : : The

A g il tinual economic expansion.

: lue that can be made _ . lie

Judgilleﬁ’{’;tzi Vaaliled that is the idea first signs of the falte.rlllgt Ojfntrle-

Al : 1- y,If this great human faith have become eviden 1

of progress. cent months, specifically with re-

kly
th were once more to be fran |
E.I(.zl(lzepted the reasons for it, and the oard to the question of ecology

consequences of it, consistently and 454 the pollution p11oplem.fL§;Z
imaginatively explored and taught, November, at a meetling. 0 e
history would not only be an infi- 5, :409 States Commlssmn_ 0

nitely richer education but als? play UNESCO, a call for total stability
a much more effective part in the ek farth: to the worldy Phe N e
culture of western society.!! Vonl Pimiog Mews Sorvica o dake

- kb November ran a feature article 1n
L which Jerry Mander, a San Fran-

b ek Tthesﬁlealilss Efoﬁ;}; cisco advertising AN vias qzﬁgi
have become empty il i as saying, “Beginning now, |
shells, like I{Iumptgﬂlle)(;‘git%e “Ijlli: should be nationalthpfi%??g(;nf
'y properly so-c no-growth e :
tzilyolljllypby those who find and ac- %Ooislftd:nciel*sin, board chairman
cept a sense of direction in hlffgibé studtlntitic Richﬁe}d O1l Compa.ny,
i e Eh i Sjrillé from Called for negative popul%gecl)lré
belief that we have . _ orowth. Hal Lehrman, presi -
somewhe;"ehist ClOSelye lgl(?ilrilegds:jr;teli of the Overseas Press Clu(l))‘;?ts;udi;
lief that we ar > : D k
E&lfl}?ellfs.lA society which has lost Yi(lm}\;(eng((jlo youpdo S0 o et
in the future will quickly cease f:o e Yot i ala BT BLEL RS
concern 1tselt with its progress in ally, psychologically, and techno-

the pagt,”.™ logically for the emergi_l’lg f_aCtS-
11 Jbid., p. 34 The propaganda campaign is be-
12 |} H, C'arr, What Is History?, cited oinning. If it takes hold of the

n Rushdooniréz l;"éblfica,l Philosophy of outlook of economists, an intellec-
History, pp. -900.




